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- Th Rev. Dr. Carl Gregg ;
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Housekeeping

Slides: frederickuu.org/fcc

 Attendance for FCC

 Add to email list?

*Insights from your studies — or other
questions/suggestions?


http://frederickuu.org/about/FCC

Covenant

- Use “I” statements: speak from your
own experience.

« Ask permission before sharing other
participants’ stories outside the group.

- Step-up, step-back: be conscious of the
level of participation that you bring to the |
conversation. Allow everyone a chance
to speak before you speak again.

* You always have permission to “pass.”







Alternately: Read primary text...and annotations

..or just come (o class
| Chapter 5: The Early Israelite Prophets: Amos,

Isaiah of Jerusalem, Jeremiah, Hosea, Micah,

Zephaniah, Habakkuk S A &
Chapter 6: The Historians and Prophets of The Blble

EXile and Returl’l: EZI‘& and Nehemiah, SeCOﬂd A H!STOR!CAL.AND. LITERARY INTRO.PUCTlo
Isaiah, Joel, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Third 8 i/ %
Isaiah, Malachi

Chapter 7: Poets and Story Tellers of Ancient

Israel: Psalms, l.amentations, Song of Songs,

Ruth, Esther, Jonah, Daniel, 1 and 2 Chronicles
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Follow up from Last Week theracy Rates
(via Ehrman)

ast majority of people in first century

man Palestine could not read or write.

Qdern myvth: all boys in Palestine went to || JESUS' LITERACY

ebrew SChOOl and became litel‘ate there. Scribal Culture and the Teacher from Galilee

vader picture: in antiquity most people
,’ ry time and place were illiterate. - .

|

timﬂuentlal studV Columbia Umversﬂyt
: - CHRISKEITH

essor of ancient hlstory Wllham

rris 'S book Anment theracy 4‘ . - 2011 P




Follow-up from'» L.ast Week:

via KEhrman

fHarrls at the best times and places in the
ancient world (say, Athens in the days of
Plato), maybe 15% of the population was
""'I?oughly literate. In most times and places it
was more like 10%. Of that number far

eSS GEvN—"

,readmg and writing were two different -
- skills, and writing composition sull another.
_'Almost all those who could read and write,




Literacy

More narrow picture: hteracy in first-century Palestine was almost

?Certamly lower than the in the empire at large. This has been f
l_;;f__shown in an influential article by Meir Bar-llan and in the full and
= authoritative study Literacy in Roman Palestine by Catherine Hezser.-;{

Roman period, probably only 3% of the population of Palestine

was literate. And again, those who were were primarily the rich =

nd well-off folk living in the cities. So what are the chances that
meone like Jesus could read and write?

" not a shred of evidence to indicate that Jesus could write. The £
ly account of him Writing 1s the story of the Woman taken in"._




‘..Z(:ertamly could not compose, and he was probably never tramed
1o copy (for example, the Scriptures). That kind of training took &
years, and I doubt if the kind of hand-to-mouth existence he and
hls famﬂy had in the httle ham]et of Nazareth would have F

ted teaching about it. But the clear implication from this, ‘o‘u
L of the matter, 1s that Jesus was not known by t
_' have known to have had an educatlon




.-:?fLuke 4:16-21. Thls 1s the one passage in the entire NT that indicates
§ that Jesus could read. He does read. And the people are not amazed
| that he suddenly seems educated when they knew he wasn’t; they are
;_;mstead taken aback at the “gracious words” that he spoke.

, ‘f’llke 4, then, is our only solid evidence that Jesus could read. It is




! theracy |
2 1 sh()uld stress that we cannot say that “rabbis” were always hlghly
__%‘educated that Jesus was a “rabbi,” and that Jesus was therefore

hlghly educated. That’s precisely what we don’t know. The techmcal
term/ofﬁce of “rabbi” came about long atter Jesus had passed from
. _k_,_v__the scene. To call Jesus a rabbi 1n his day was not Lo say that he
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Prophecy Hlstorlelzed OR Hlstery Remembered
(fewzs/z & Christian Readings of the Same Texzj
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“The 1ssue 1s whether the passion accounts John Dominic Crossan
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;- are prophecy historicized or history W H O K l 2 L ED

§ remembered. Raymond Brown [Death of the
o Messiah] is 80% in the direction of history

- :
¥ direction.”

@ Prophecy historicized: Christians searehing

i’ their Scriptures to understand events in their
| 4 present, found these ancient descriptions and
' 3 weaved them theologically into their writings.

i Tlake prophecy and weave 1t theologically into
§ history.

History remembered: memory of events
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Parallel Wlth Luke 4 (lsalah 61 l 2)

1 The splrlt of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has -

nointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the

'ppresse(:l to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to

he captives, and release to the prisoners; 2 to proclalm the year
the L.ord's favor, and the day of vengeance of our God to

fort all who mourn;’

St ) o

- Portion '()f lsaiah scroll that Jesus reads in the synagogué
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Not sueh big ey baby aferall,

or, it’s not Jeremiah’s fault he got placed next to Lamentations

P of Zedekiah (587 BCLE).

errifving time: the Babylonian exile,
destruction of Jerusalem and of the

Temp‘le built by Solomon.
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Jeremiah 1:1-3

= “1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah,

of the priests who were in Anathoth in the

= land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of
;the LLord came i the days of King Josiah
“son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth

year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days
f King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah,

,‘ nd until the end of the eleventh year of

'ijg Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah,

ntil the captlwty of Jerusalem in the fitfth
onth ? | |



3 Credlts the entire book to Jeremiah,

"rfa;prophet and son of a priest from Anathoth.

Locates Jeremiah outside the
governmental and religious power
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.. “4 NOV‘V-the word of the L.ord came to me saying,

| zff%)f‘Befor’e | formed you in the womb | knew you,
fﬁhd before you were born | consecrated you; |
_:Lappomted you a prophet to the nations.” 6 Then [
?,:;;sald ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how i
:_oeak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But the Lord JEREMIAH

id to me, ‘Do not say, “l am only a boy’; for you

| fl g’o' to all to whom | send you, and you shall

- 0 See today I appoint you over nations and
"'"e_’r kmgdom‘s to pluck up and to pull d()wn to

oy Lty
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God calls Jeremiah before birth to be a f
:‘f‘rophet. ..not a self-appointed messenger R
= JEREMIAH

Like Moses, Jeremiah also resists his call.

:EX E 41, 10) \d

/mpare with Isaiah 6 (touching mouth)




‘__f“'l If a man divorces his wife and she goes
from him and becomes another man's

Wlfe will he return to her? Would not such §
a land be greatly polluted? You have p]ayed

the whore with many lovers; and would

i_'ou return to me!? says the Lord. 2 L.ook
p'to" the bare heights, and see! Where
ave you not been lain with? By the
ay51des you have sat waiting for lovers, A & SY .

LSRN S T en o, ¥

A ud

P20,

like a nomad 1n the wilderness. You have | \§ /(/ f"\LL(/ ZI\\\J

6lluted the land with your Whormg and

\ 1ckedness




422 ~For my people are foolish, they do

. not know me; they are stupid children,
‘they have no understanding. They are




Jee?;gih 61314

e

. “13 F()r from the least to the greatest of
them everyone is greedy for unjust gain;

B
- k3
DR

"1j1d from prophet to priest, everyone deals

falsely. 14 They have treated the wound of

— my people carelessly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,

hen there is no peace.” /paml[el 8:11 and

mp speech...reﬁse good material




.',&,w_:;‘

_’.\( >

1“1 The Word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 Stand in
the gate of the Llord's house, and proclaim there this word, and
say, Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah, you
that enter these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord
of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings,
and let me dwell with you in this place. 4 Do not trust in these

“deceptive words: "This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of

f"-fthe Lord, the temple of the Lord." 5 For it you truly amend

= your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with
another, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the
widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not

:"forev"er and ever. 8 Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to
no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,
make offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have

* not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this
house, which is called by my name, and say, "We are sale!" —

only to go on doing all these abominations? 11 Has this house,




J ereﬁl’f’mah 20 7 A‘ <Inn tumll of PI’OPhet> ‘—

O Lord, you have enticed me, and | was enticed; you have overpowered me [/{/ZB: °s ducea’
'ana’ raped |, and you have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone =~ &=
* 1 mocks me. 8 For whenever | speak, I must cry out, I must shout, "Violence and destruction!”®

TFor the word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9 If I say,
* s{;’_;'I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name," then within me there is something
Jike a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and | cannot. 10 For I
ar many whispering: "Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!" All my -
ose friends are watching for me to stumble. "Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail
gainst him, and take our revenge on him." 11 But the Lord 1s with me like a dread warrior;
herefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shame
r they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12 O Lord of host
u test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon
em, for to you I have committed my cause. 13 Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he ha
lelivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. 14 Cursed be the day on W‘h’ich
‘born! The day when my mother bore me, let it not be blessed! 15 Cursed be the man
10 brought the news to my father, saying, "A child is born to you, a son," making him Very?‘
ad. 16 Let that man be like the cities that the Lord overthrew without pity; let him hear
’3 in the morning and an alarm at noon, 17 because he did not kill me in the womb; so
her would have been my grave, and her womb forever great. 18 Why did 1 come forth
'””he womb to see. t01l and sorrow, and spend my days in shame?
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The'word that came to Jeremiah from the lLord: 2 Stand in
,he gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim there this word, and
say, Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah, you :
“that enter these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord 4,
.()f hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, #
'nd let me dwell with you in this place. 4 Do not trust in these
leceptive words: "This is the temple of the Lord, the temple Of
Sthe Lord, the temple of the Lord." 5 For if you truly amend
“your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly one with
2 nother, 6 if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the §
dow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not \\‘6 2
alter other gods to your own hurt, 7 then 1 will dwell with S
u in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your ancestors
rever and ever. § Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to
10 avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,
nake offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have
"known 10 and then come and stand before me in this
use, Wthh is called by my name, and say, "We are safe!" —
y to go on doing all these abominations? 11 Has this house,
ich is called by my name, become a den of robbers in your
‘ u know, I too am watching, says the Lord.




18 For who has stood in the council of
" the Lord so as to see and to hear his

word? Who has given heed to his word so
‘as to proclaim 1t?”




¢ 11 For surely | know the plans | have for

:;‘y.ou, says the L.ord, plans for your weltare

and not for harm, to give you a future wit
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“31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord,
@ when | will make a new covenant with the house
¥ of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not
! be like the covenant that I made with their
" ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring
* them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that
they broke, though | was their husband, says the
¢ Lord. 53 But this is the covenant that I will make
= with the house of Israel after those days, says the
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Ezekiel
ically free God

1s not a Republ
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God




71 BCE Continued ministry until at least

this point because that’s what we have

L

N

recorded
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(Intro ‘ .

...visions continue throughout chapter

“1 In the thirtieth year, in the fourth
“month, on the fifth day of the month, as I
was among Lhe exiles by the river Chebar,

' the heavens were opened, and | saw
visions of God. 2 On the fifth day of the
,m(jnth (1t was the fitth year of the exile of
King Jehoiachin), 3 the word of the Lord
éame to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, in
' the land of the Chaldeans by the river
Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was on

| him there”




Mm% — e

\ Ezeklel 1 10 (Introductlon)

'§73‘z1'0 As for the appearance of their faces:

the four had the face of a human being,

‘the face of a lion on the right side, the face |
gibf an ox on the left side, and the face of an =

Ce and the fourth lwmg creature like a

g eagle
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Matthew = Human/Angel
Mark = lLaon
L.uke = Ox

.

= John — Eagle
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Ezeklel 3 i ll Call Commlssmﬁmg, Eatmg of
scroll (prophetic sign-act)

i | He said to me, O mortal, eat what 1s
| offered to you; eat this scroll, and go,
| speak to the house of Israel. 2 So I opened
my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to
| eal. 5 He said to me, Mortal, eat this scroll
= that I give you and fill your stomach with
it. Then I ate it; and in my mouth 1t was as
~ sweel as honey. 4 He said to me: Mortal, go
| to the house of Israel and speak my very
“words to them.... go to the exiles, to your
! people, and speak to them. Say to them,
"Thus says the Lord God"; whether they




1-50 (Stron

Israel: orphan — > prostitute (“whore”

i God: loving father —> vengeful husband.

Ends: Sodom passage [peace with justicel

biblestudytools. com/nrs/ezekiel/16.html



http://www.biblestudytools.com/nrs/ezekiel/16.html

Brueggemann A God Not Useful”
(application of strong language)

3 Ezeklel bears witness to a God who 1s free,

transcendent, and other.... Key to Ezekiel’s
proclamation of God 1s that God will not be
trivialized, taken for granted, or drawn too close....
God will not be pressed into the service of any other
;"‘C.ause, not matter how noble or compelling.

Not the utilitarianism of the Western Enlightenment:

God is often “used” either in conservative fashion to

buttress morality and the American way of life or in
beral fashion to provide motivation for social change

~ of various ideological kinds.

Ezekiel is against such exploitations: one must talk not
1 ven about God’s will but about God’s perSon, who 1s
first of all not even to be obeyed but to be honored,
orified, adored, and feared.

HOPEF UL
IMAGINATION|

PROPHETIC
VOICES
IN EXILE




Brueggemann A God Not Useful”
| (application of strong language)
If God is unalterable committed to a
historical arrangement—the free market
system democratic socialism, classless society Walter
— we might manage the future. Conversely, 1f

| Brueggemann
God be free, God may work a surprise. This HOPEFUL
latter freedom requires not predictability but IMAGINATION

iprof()und trust. PROPHETIC

_t 1s so easy then for conservatives to identity IIYI(I)EI%FEE

with God, because they know so fully the
‘mind of God to present God as a partisan in
the struggle against [sexual immorality|, or in
a crusade against communism. Liberals also
know: the mind of God and know God is pro-
L busing and pro-choice and all of the other

mes of justice to which one 1s committed.
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ekiel. 3:7

“As for you, my tlock, thus says the Lord
God: | shall judge between sheep and

sheep, between rams and goats.”

C.£. Matthew 25, Jesus, and prophetic

tradition




| Ezekiel 37:1- 14 (Dry BOI’IGS> _
symbolizes the restoration of the people Israel

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he _ e
brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me ‘

d_lov‘vn in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.

2 He led me all around them; there were very many

lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said

to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered,

'O Lord God, you know." 4 Then he said to me,

f"Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry
ones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the
ord God to these bones: I will cause breath to

| put breath i you, and you
know that I am the Lord." 7
prophesied as I had been commanded; and as
ophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
he bones came together, bone to its bone.




‘ PZeRerS: 1-14 (Dry Bone®
symobolizes the restoration of the people Israel

T T

58 I looked and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was
no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
’Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live." 10 I prophesied as he
5C0mmanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he
aid to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of

rael. They say, "Our bones are dried up, and our hope 1s
ost; we are cut off completely.' 12 Therefore prophesy, and

j0'111" 'gfaves, and bring you ufp from your graves, O my

'éo_ple;'and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13
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| hrée gates, the gate of Gad, the gate of Asher, and the

gate of Naphtali. 35 The circumference of the city shall §

;"'Tfe eighteen thousand cubits. And the name of the (:1ty
# from that time on shall be, The Lord is There.”




Majoring in the Minors
Sweating the Small Stuff:
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Latter Prophets

Sub-éatego‘ries of
Latter prophets

Isaiah

Jeremia

Ezekie

Book of the 12




A

His

ok reached its final form

-
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Pfophet ’ Date Contempofary | Empire

Hosea

AMoS 8 First-Isaiah Assyria
Micah e
Note: 122 B.C.E. Northern Kingdom of Israel destroyed

Nahum Assyria waning,
Habakkuk late-7 Jeremiah Babylon rising
Zephaniah £ )

Note: 587 B.C.E. Southern Kingdom of Judah taken into exile.

Haggai Persia
Zechariah late-6

Malachi (500s/400s)

Note: 539 B.C.E. marks the return from exile (restoration)

Joel little known
Obadiah 5 “Edomites”

Jonah

e . ’ 4

R o
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