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- Th Rev. Dr. Carl Gregg ;
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Housekeeping

Slides: frederickuu.org/fcc

 Attendance for FCC
 Add to email list?

*Other?


http://frederickuu.org/about/FCC

Covenant

- Use “I” statements: speak from your
own experience.

« Ask permission before sharing other
participants’ stories outside the group.

- Step-up, step-back: be conscious of the
level of participation that you bring to the |
conversation. Allow everyone a chance
to speak before you speak again.

* You always have permission to “pass.”




V inister of the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Frederick.

_ ative of Florenc\e, South Carolina

WPl Beta Kappa graduate of Furman
iUniversity in Greenville, South Carolina
(Bachelor of Arts in Religion and

Philosophy in 2000)

asters Of Divinity from Brite Divinity
chool in Fort Worth, Texas

,,()C'to'r of Ministry from San Francisco

iTheological Seminary

an Adjunct Professor at the Umversny of
,.ulslana at Monroe
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OXFORD Bart D. Ehrman

432 p., $63 on Amazon
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THE JEWISH
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1THE

' BIBLE

AS I'T WAS

James L. Kugel




o o
S o

o

-
—
<

o
-

=

P

1S€ O

)

“library”)

(

The R

[

biblia (“books
biblioteca

h

panis

Anthology,” “Library

44




Oldest parts of the text go back very
far, at least to some time 1n the 10th-

2 century BCE — or considerably

earlier.

'.Latest chapters are a little easier to
- date; they belong to the early second

; century (E.

- Many different contexts and
motivations for writing.
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Judaism
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Four Assumptions of Ancient Modern Biblical Scholars
Interpreters (300 BCE — 200 CE) (starting around 150 years ago)

et

5 : Plain Sense
Fundamentally Cryptic (unless clearly proven otherwise)

oy

Lessons directed to each reader in | Not intended as eternally valid; meant ‘
their own day (“All”) for original context. (“Some, few”)

Perfectly Harmonious Contradicts itself and our current
(no contradictions or mistakes) understanding (e.g., science)

- Divinely Given Trail of the Human Serpent
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> Biblioatry: making the
Bible in something it’s not
(“finger pointing at moon”)

> Worthy Lifelong
conversation partner
(sacramental)
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l.ectio Divina

2> Modern readers: unit of

'understanding 1s the sentence or
pericope

> Ancienl interpreters: unit of
“understanding was the word.




- i{ﬁ“‘Behind” the text: historical events or
- sources that underlie a text (using the

text to get behind the text, perhaps to

ear]ier forms)

1 SEARCHING
sMEANING

An Introduction to Interpreting the New Testament

,'V“'In the text: interaction of elements
| Lnd structure that emerge in a close

t greadmg of the text in 1ts final form

| r
In frent of” the text: construction of ‘
eamng that takes places in the L

| 1on between text and reader
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SSYRIA : Ten Lost




Timeline
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7 Judah Alone

9 Babylonian Exile
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4C;E."destfu‘cti()n of Jerusalem Temple — Rabbinical Judd




‘ Upcoming

Isaiah

'

: Jeremah, Fzekiel, the Twelve
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Psalms & Proverbs
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Alternately: Read primary text...and annotations

..or just come (o class
| Chapter 5: The Early Israelite Prophets: Amos,

Isaiah of Jerusalem, Jeremiah, Hosea, Micah,

Zephaniah, Habakkuk S A &
Chapter 6: The Historians and Prophets of The Blble

EXile and Returl’l: EZI‘& and Nehemiah, SeCOﬂd A H!STOR!CAL.AND. LITERARY INTRO.PUCTlo
Isaiah, Joel, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Third 8 i/ %
Isaiah, Malachi

Chapter 7: Poets and Story Tellers of Ancient

Israel: Psalms, l.amentations, Song of Songs,

Ruth, Esther, Jonah, Daniel, 1 and 2 Chronicles
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ypeaking Truth to Power (in the present

i “The criticizing, energizing, and alternative

about the future”




“[Prophets are| some of the most

»_disturbing people who have ever lived.”










kkadian nabitu suggests that prophecy

as a practice that Israel shared with other

ultures.




cannot frustrate the sovereign power of God’s love

TR 3 3 . *
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Themes

obert Wilson: prophets are not lonely voices against the

tabhshment but are in fact representative voices that give somal

Xpressmn to what may be important and engaged somal
}nstltuen(nes




-?Prophet.s were mterested 1in more than

- confrontation.

;',‘h‘e interpretation of biblical prophets should be
reed from the usual stereotypes of either (1)
oretellers or (2) social protesters.

he point is not about centuries in the future or
sturing in the present, but effecting change in
cial perspective and social policy.

‘hesis: task of prophetic ministry is to nurture,
zfs"‘rlsh and evoke a consciousness and
rceptlon alternative to the consciousness and

yerception of the dominant culture around us.
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= E‘This alternative consciousness of biblical  WALTER BRUEGGEMANN i T ..
.| prophecy is a third way between entrenched | EMBRACING TH
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— conservative and hiberal extremes. It seeks to: | £ AN Q | HEt
S | | , ’ va.sﬂ.:a’ DRARY CULTL
2 : T; '-\" Far " ' ‘_'s‘ N
criticize 1n order to dismantle the dommant F& 0 e
consciousness —echoing the liberal tendency

to reject and delegitimize the present order of fi°

ings (“it doesn’t have to be this way”).
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émise ol another time and situation toward
hich the community of faith may move —
reflecting the conservative tendency to live in -

o9

ervent anticipation of the newness that God
promised and will surely give. '
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. Wéllter Brueggemann, The Prophetic Imagination B

Paul Rlcoeur people are changed, not by ethical urgmg, but by

transformed 1mag1nat10n

: ?lTXample: Alternative Community of Moses (early prophecy)

- he alternative life is lived in this very particular historical community
— the people of Israel set apart and call out from the World to live
Ccordmg to their covenant with God.

mbrace dlscontlnulty and genulne breaks from imperial reahty |
(r ’member the ubzquzzy of empire in and around Israel z‘ﬁmug/wut s /usto )

‘Egypt Assyrla Babyloma etc =

W-‘y AR




Prophetlc EHGI‘QIZIHQ Prophets bring to public expressmn those ’*

ery hopes and yearnings that have been denied so long and
uppressed so deeply that we no longer know they are there.
T hey inspire a prophetic imagination that things don’t have to
_e"th‘e Way_there are —an alternative to the r()yal Consciousness'. g

;Val Conscmusness (kingship) management mentality, Wthh
f','eves there are No mysterles to honor only problems to be




| Interplay of

Imagination & Royal Consciousness

Reception
of

new world

587
Destruction
of the : .
‘and 1ts old world given S

- and % e
Bt offemple

these poets |




alter Brueggemann, 7he Prophetic Imaginatio

3 rophetic imagination speaks of a new world, which the people




New World Poetry

= EXlle sense of not belonging, of being in an environment /wstzle

o the values of the community and its vocation. Exile 1s
‘Tl?practlced by those who refuse to accept and be assimilated in the
ew situation.

apire (Babylon): concentration of power and value whicl
ominant and which is finally hostile to the covenant faith

Gmmumty The emplre regularly seeks to a’amesacaz‘e such

v;__‘_xomecommg dramatlc decision Lo break with 1mper1al |
,tlonahty and to embraee a place called home where covena
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JESUS AGAINST ROME, THEN AND NO
John Dominic Crossan

Author of Jefus: A Revolutionary Biography




Oth century examples:
f‘artin_ Luther King, Jr. (I have a dream)

_»,__ahatma Gandhi (independenee)

if'-‘-ad Prophet of the airwaves (Vetwork)...I’'m mad as hell and I'm

,é_,g()lng to take it anymore

i‘ommumty with an alternative, liberated imagination that h‘
he eourage and the freedom to act in a dlfferent vision arld a
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