" JEFFREY J. KRIPAL

E RELIGION D

Thursdays, 10:00 — 11:30 am,

Mar. 10— Apr. 21 (skip 5/24

$46; 448 pages (2014)
(We'll cover all of “Parts 1 & 3" and as much as we can of Part 2)
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Housekeeping

« Attendance

« Add to email list?

« Other?




Covenant

Use “I” statements: speak from your
own experience.

Ask permission before sharing other
participants’ stories outside the group.

Step-up, step-back: be conscious of the
level of participation that you bring to the |
conversation. Allow everyone a chance
to speak before you speak again.

You always have permission to “pass.”




lziés 1: Part I: “Prehistory, Preparation, & Perspective” (Chapters 1-2)

'Class 2: Part I: “Prehistory, Preparation, & Perspective” (chapters 2-3)

~ Class S Parc II: “Comparative Acts”: Chapter 6: “Sex and Bodies”;

Class 4: Chapter 8: “Imagination & Paranormal”

o Chapter 9: “Soul, Salvation, & the End” .
f Chapter 4: “Myth/Ritual”; Chapter 5: “Nature/Science”; Chapter 7: “Charisma and Pow
 Class 5: Part I11: Putting It All Together Again: ' .

> Chap‘ter 10, “Faithful Re-readings: Exclusivism, Inclusivism, Pluralism, and Justlc

:> " Chapter 11, “Rational Re-readings: Masters of Suspicion, Classical and
”?Contemporary |

he Looker

e C/Lapz‘er Ouz‘lmes - “Browse byﬂesources at wzlevcom‘

krzpal =



http://wiley.com/go/kripal
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Chapter 12:
“Reflexive Re-readings”

- Looking at the Looker ' e




Goethe

| ':??"‘The god to whom man proves
~ devout,
~ That is his own soul inside out.”

[Romantic Reversal]

o 1749-1832
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We are not! human bemgs
havmg a spmtual experlence.,.

- ) .o

We are spiritual beings

having a human experience.
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1 '~§§"‘Instead of looking at the screen,
~ what [ want to do 1s to turn around
= and look the other way....

I want to steal the key to the

~ projectionist’s booth, and then,

- when everybody has gone home, I
} want to break in.”

| [c.f. Plato’s cave]

5




- * “We know so little about the true
nature of time and, by extension,
‘ about what we so easily call

& ‘history.’ [STORY: p. 366]

Do humans sometimes transcend g" lh| ! | Wi -
. linear time? 00 0T
(Was this mother seeing into the } _g l mm””u“”mm “ - Hi
= ﬂ | 1 =
| future? "‘ H '| l H-
- -—A‘ z

~* Or was perhaps her future self. T
- reaching backward?)




- * By acting on the precognitive

. vision (preventing the child from

" a full visit to the zoo), the mother

| actually “helped cause” the [ETl

- foreseen event to happen (since g T i M

. | s
the child wanted to return). 0 “"! TR It §
l 1

- OR: did the vision from the futurc [EESRER mllllllﬂl““mll [l = [ il
 cause her to be more careful and |[EEEEEG || || l | \ -
| cautious, preventing a more "
| serious event? """”ﬂ “
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2School of the More

Becoming “conscious that this higher
part of one's self 1s coterminous and

- continuous with a MORE of the
same quality, which 1s operative in
the universe outside of one’s self, and
which one can keep 1n working touch
with, and 1n a fashion get on board of

*1 and save one’s self when all one’s

- lower being has gone to pieces”
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Writings 1902-1910 =5

- : : The Varieties of Religious Experience
- A the. Ratlonal Re—.rea.dmgs of Tl

|  Materialists/Reductionists such as A Pluralistic Universe

= : > = : ['he Meaning of Truth

- & Richard Dawkins (“There is no Some Problems of Philosophy

% Essays

gap”’): unequivocal denial or the -
) transcendent or ultimate truth claims. | /




Alistory of Religions
3 “Humanity’s millennia-long
encounter and struggle with the

anomalous,

the powertul,

the really, really weird stuff that RUTHO

does not fit 1n, UHHE“HSSIHE

The Paranormal and the Sacred

~ * that does nof make sense.”
= JEFFREY J. KRIPAL




AHistory of Religions
2« Modern study of religions has

~  mostly been a ping-pong
| - movement between

faithful re-readings &
rational re-readings,

“faith/fideism & l”‘ﬂ‘i’.SSII[E

. - OF TH
reason/skepticism”
2 The Paranormal and the Sacred

'+ Often seen as

2966

£ “Zero-sum’’, “either/or.” JEFFREY J. KRIPAL




Reflexive Re-reading

~ Combines:

Ken Wilber |

- faithful & rational re-readings,
beyond both.

| Wilber: “transcend & include”]




eflexive Re-reading
Embrace the most robust
rationalist re-readings

(Feuerbach/Marx/Nietzsche/
Freud) to “reduce” religious

phenomena bgck to human nature S E R I 0 US LY
and human history, S T R A NG E

Only to find that this nature and Thinking AnswabomtPsychical Experiences
history cannot be fully explained Edi Ve by
- by human reason — SUDHIR'KAKAR

| . & JEFFREY J. KRIPAL
that Somethlng CISC (OI' more), Boundayies gf Gonscioussess

often something truly fantastic, i
_appears to be emerging.




" Reflexive Re- reading

* Faithful re-readings (exclusive/
inclusive/pluralistic): usually
assume some sort of stable
“object” as Common Source.

Reflexive re-readings: religious
truth not found/discovered, but a GNOSTIC REFLECTIONS ON THE STUDY OF RELIGION

conscious presence continually % f %
‘shaped and re-imagined by itself. &7’ .
* Paradoxically “constructed” in e e
sense of painter/paint/painting (or
reader/text/interpretation) all

different aspects of the same
_ creative process.

.




becomes the “ghost of anger” of
parapsychology —

%

i)
4
e X per b} 7 3 '
gﬁ, b A L Bt N\ R by |

still human indeed, but violating
reason’s rules about how the
world works.
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“Human as Superhuman”
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. Process-Relational Theo-poetics
“I am trying to open thinking and
practice to the event that 1s

- playing itself out under the name
of God.”

SAS TE ¥ hanlt SRS

“The several religions differ from
one another 1n ways that are
broadly similar to the ways that
languages differ from one
~ another.”

_* “No more sense to ask what is the
" true religion than what is the true
|  language.. .different vocabularies
! doing different things.”

THE I\IC,I‘%TF\CF OF GOD

ATHEOLOGY OF "L K|

JOHN Dy CARGIO
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; Psycho]oglcal Turn . 1
. ; Freud (1856-1939): Religion _ e Y !
" should be read reductively re-read ‘:. | o

L
.
- )
£ .

* Jung: Something “more” was
leftover after rational re-readings.

AR T s Mty .
) Pashbadmesd 2 r AT Re ¢S O AN Y
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PR NG AN Lo vl A A PLATREY A

* Religious phenomena are
projective psychological

phenomena from a deep/vast
layer/dimension of the psyche
_ that 1s religious 1n nature.

Tian) ;'.1 &
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Memories, i Bt

s
& [Synchronicities/Dreams |

......

'f} 1875-1955



£ " = g P e e el e Ry e W e S e N % - R e PRI B e P - T SR N JURE B Rt RS R g R, & N W S S b o D ¥ . W A S 4~
e S R R i o g e 2 e, L ATy L TR DN TS e K T T S ¥ - Y s 1o o —
g S e e B : ~ 3 o E S e S 2 I B ! : Prey=> It S s D L T e e e > ¢ g
Caak -.~ix-_ '.‘,'-.x_ S AP “'.J e A PON T P wia S LT A e e PR i e R e e e AR e ’ A 5
ey R, - R e e Py N e At o e BT T R A o ol e g g T el : A S S - A
4, oY S \,‘ AR A e : 3 AT »_,_\‘ RS ) e Sl S 3
o S ng X

BN

Psycho]oglcal Turn

Conscmus Mind (“ego’): tip of an
iceberg

Milidins

e S Ol Car OSBRI AR
v R 18 B e e 1

4
1 By

W Vo Lopet M

R AR R T .m.,.a.

PELLARNENS . B Be e W4
l:r' SRS L Sl (4%

= Personal Unconscious: most of that
" 1ceberg lying under the surface of
. | awareness

& Collective Unconscious: sea of
‘universal mind/being

. out of which the individual psyche,
that 1S, the person “freezes” into hard
* form and comes into existence,




. Psychological Turn
* Jung is “reducing” religious myths
-and symbols to the psyche.
"~ Buttoa psyche that opens out onto
. dimensions that are essentially
- religious, 1f not cosmic.

[OF B P - P.—hmﬂhl

i* Took rational re-readings very e e ... i

D T e

e e e P, ¢ v e P s il snsias D e e e ants o hanad
xy o ¥ T S et sty o v T T 81 Dl Wi

~ seriously, but aware of the ways e | Eemmmnens
* that materialism was thwarting e e
. human expression, shutting

{  humans off from the paradoxical
- richness of existence.
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http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/20/magazine/20jung-t.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0

. Oxford Lectures

'+ Not the same as Huston Smith’s

“

| The Religions of Man (1958).

§* Criticized:

* “irrational repressions,”

“accumulations of dead
centuries,”

“blindly pious but not
spiritual.”




. Oxford Lectures
'+ Worship of the human,

of the heart of the human being,

the divinity that dwells at the
inner door of each and every
human being:

“the surplus of man.”

“The God of humanity has arrived
at the gates of the ruined temple
of the tribe.”
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- Following Plato, finds

'~ significance in the a TLIE ‘

| correspondence between

mathematics ( abstract symbols AL RED
. called numbers that appear to WC ANOPY

~exist only in the human mind) turn
- out to retlect and predict, very <
pI'CCISGIY, the Workings Of the Author of The Social Construction of Reality

natural world (“out there™) PETER L. BERGER

a;f‘ZHumans project ultimate
| meanings into reality because : P
that reality is ultimately
- meaningful. e




Rellexivity as Modern Mysticism
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ERIK DAVIS
— ;: MYTH, MAGIC AND MYSTICISM IN THE AGE OF INFORMATION 5‘

Wl

‘TochBEmasis 1S STINULATING AND ORIGINAL. LEARMED AND READABLE. ERIK DAVIS GFFERS A WIDE-RANGING
AND CONSISTENTLY THOUGHT-PRIVOXNG GUIDE TO THE HIDDEN CIRCUATRY DF THE TECHNOLDBICAL
INCONSCIOUS. INVALBABLE' 1YES

1-.4-“.;:'[‘

4

STORY: pages 370-371 Erik Davis
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“What Is VS. What Appears

. We do not perceive the world “

We perceive the world as our
evolved biology and its sensory
system allow us (force us) to
ferceive it. '
F | y |
Our perceptions are neither A 4 |mmm

mmediate nor innocent nor e
objective “photographs”

Infrared e o

Our eyes pick up about one ten-
%trllhonth of the total light




“What Is VS. What Appears

Phenomenon (Greek: phamomenan
| “that which appears/is visible™
| humans)

Noumenon (Greek: nooumenon,
“that which 1s thought”) - Kant’s
“thing-in-1tself”

- Kant:

k BN T CRITIQUE OF B
R AR U R E REASON |
IMMANUEL

KANT

(Krititk der reinen Vernunft, 1781) /

Only perceive/experience the world
through “hard-wired” categories of
thinking and perception (space, time,
causality) that Kant called a priori.
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What Is VS. What Appears

Phenomenon (Greek: phainomenon, “that which
appears/is visible” to humans)

Noumenon (Greek: nooumenon, “that which is
- thought”) - Kant’s “thing-in-itself”

Phenomenology of Religion:
“brackets” (sets aside) truth

claims of the religions being Phll
“T1HOS

studied 0
o | andl the
- to instead describe, as accurately M 1 TOr ()f

as 1t can, “what appears™ to a
= person undergoing a particular 5 (;'lre, ,
R - Thartieth-Annrversary Fdition
+ religious experience.

RICHARD RORTY

o 1970 - / _}




KANT'S
Thinking Cap
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U GOING | YO0 GG
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b ot e | E S
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O WivaH THINGS MAY
B THENTEINES BE
SURIECT WITHOUT REFHENCE
TO POSHIELE EXPERIENCE

tlnmnmhhu;. l

THRBPEPTY




SURE 1:D,DATE
_Yous

INTHE NOUMENAL
WORLD!

DIYLOL.COM |



& 2011): cnn.com/2011/09/23/

Reﬂexwely Be readmg eracle

'+ STORY: page 372

i* “Do loved ones bid tarewell from
- beyond the grave?” By John
Blake, CNN (September 23,

living/crisis-apparitions

THE CRITIQUE OF §&

PURE REASON §

IMMANUEL |8
KANT



http://www.cnn.com/2011/09/23/living/crisis-apparitions
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% Toolkit ofi‘the 4th-Dimehsion

, Historian of religions at University
1 of Chicago ( worked with Mircea
- Eliade)

ety
RERITE R

Following Einstein 1905 theory of

| relativity (space-time), Couliano

" speculates that most “miraculous”

experiences reported 1n ecstatic

= states and otherworldly journeys

¢ could be a function of “mind

~ - space” that exists in four spatial
dimensions and relates to our 3D

.| nature much as our 3D nature

' mught related to a being restricted

| to a 2D world — just like Edward

" Abbot’s Flatland (1883). S o
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% o kit ofq the 4th-Dimension 1t

~* Not “supernatural”

= * “Physics and mathematics are

= responsible to a large extent for
| the return of interest in mystical

! ways of knowledge. . .not limited
to three dimensions.”

J. B. S. Haldane (scientist ):*“The
“universe is not only queerer than
| We suppose, but queerer than we
| can suppose.”

- 1950 1991) 1
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" friend and colleague

B Subliminal self: sub- (“below”) +
" [imen (“threshold/liminal space”)

Vast region of human personality
| that exusts and works
| subliminally,

- and may be responsible for

periodic extraordinary capabilities
-\ — through an occasionally leaky/
permeable margin

_* Also the source of creativity




T et St st N A SO

Myers J ames Filter Thesm

:"‘We w1th our lives are like 1slands n WI LLI AM
_'there is a cont?nuum of cosmic J AM E S ON .

consciousness, against which our

individuality builds but accidental P SYC HI CAI.I

fences, and into which our several

fmmds plunge as into a mother-sea or RESEARCH |

lreservmr

“normal’ consciousness is
T e , : " James's extenswewromxgson &
umscribed for adaptation to our clpnthy, mediamship, mintal QRS
e - healing; and swrviy death SN
rnal earthly environment, — collzcted here for the furst time

| | Con»zpifm’. and Edited by
tthe fence 1S Weak in spots, and GARDNER MURPHY

11/l ROBERT O. BALLOU
ful 1nﬂuences from beyond leak in, |
showing the otherwise unverlﬁable
| _nnectlon |

(1909)




Myers- ‘ mes Filter Thesis

 Panpsychism

- people “individuate” out of a
- psychophysical sea

Reenchantment

without

N

’upcmatu ralism

DAVID RAY GRIFFIN

ok SRR Sl
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Parapsychology,
Philosophy,
and Spirituality

A Postmodern Exploration

SENY, 1997
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David Ray Griffin (1939-

WHITEHEAD'S

RADICALLY
DIFFERENT

POSTMODERN
PHILOSOPHY

JENT FOR ITS CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

DAVID RAY GRIFFIN

SUNY, 2007

......
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9/11 TEN YEARS ON

DAVAB R AY GRIFFIN




T'he Mind at Large

* Huxley draws on Asian religion
-~ and western poetic and
- philosophic sources to describe
- what he experienced during an
eight-hour “trip” on 4/10th of a
~gram of mescaline.

= Supervised by British () e
_ psychiatrist, who coined in their i :ﬁ:ﬁ:
- correspondence, the term psyche- RS
bdelic ( “mind-revealing”’) | I




The Mmd at Large

"Mmd at-Iarge, equivalent to
. “Brahman” or “Buddha Nature”

3 William Blake: “If the doors of
| perception were cleansed,

- everything would appear as it is:
- infinite’” —The Marriage of Heaven
~ and Hell

In this model, mind 1s noft the
brain. The mind 1s filtered through
| the brain with all its mind-
. boggling evolutionary/
- neurological/cultural/linguistic/
‘3?emotlonal/p011t1ca1/h1st0r10a1

mplexmes e

“uunt quest.

Qo e * " New York Tun. e Mg i
Q* ‘n
O" 0"

THE

DQIRS

OF PERCEPTION

INCLUDES HEAVEN AND HELL

ALDOUS HUXLEY

AUTHOR OF BRAVE NEW WORLD




A 3
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~ The ‘Mind at Large

. We are: John'Hick JEEES

73 Author of ‘Evil and the God of Love’ and ‘Death and Eternal Lite”

local context and construction,

a kind of cosmic consciousness
that 1s universal/irreducible.

Radical difference & radical
sameness

[“Comparative Acts”] An Interpretation of Religion

Human Responses to the Transcendent

5 2004 &




~ The ‘Mind at Large

- g
1

Because the brain’s main function John'Hick [ :
is tO limit/select incoming Author of "Evil and the God of Love' and ‘Dearh and Eternal Lite’
information, there is always |

distortion; |
o . (

yet something 1s indeed coming

through.

That 1s why religions are at once

fallible & fantastic, at once false
- & true.

An Interpretation of Religion

Human Responses to the Transcendent

IR |

;_ . 2004 | / |
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Modern Neuroscience
1n bl

o
o

* purely local, material process
* that blips out when the bra
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A BRAIN SCIENTIST'S
PERSONAL JOURNEY L

JILL BOLTE TAYLOR Ph D.



http://www.ted.com/talks/jill_bolte_taylor_s_powerful_stroke_of_insight/
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Left

I am the left brain. ML LS, U N \ . I am the right brain.

I am a scientist. A mathematician. LA [ am creativity. A free spirit. I am passion.

I love the familiar. I categorize. I am accurate. Linear. N Yearning. Sensuality. I am the sound of roaring laughter.
Analytical. Strategic. I am practical. N 4 A = o I am taste. The feeling of sand beneath bare feet.
Always in control. A master of words and language. N/ tég [ am movement. Vivid colors.
\ , s’ : - S AR X : s Y e
Realistic. I calculate equations and play with numbers. VS I am the urge to paint on an empty canvas.
I am order. I am logic. \ /, ’ Iam boundless imagination. Art. Poetry. I sense. I feel.
I know exactly who I am., A\ 3 I am everything I wanted to be.




Eben Alexander’s Cosmic Coma

| 15 years on faculty of Havard
~ Medical School

Age 54: deep coma for a week
. with e-coli meningitis:

~“world of consciousness that
- existed completely free of the

' ’,limitations of my physical bain”

"Knpal modern mystical

PRO OF 0f

A Neurosurgeon’s Journey
< - v

into the Afterlife

EBEN ALEXANDER, M.D,
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- l« becoming human for a single day to
f experience all the wonders of human :
3 knowledge,
o

“§° then returning to one’s chimp friends

| and trying to tell them what it was like
f"' i knowing several different Romance
. languages, the calculus, and the
immense scale of the universe.”
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* “Alexander appears to 1dentify the
stories told 1n the stained glass window
- with the light itself,

* His critics can’t recognize that there
may be real light coming through the
window of his brain.”
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* COMPARE: Data 1s just data. It
means nothing until 1t 1s classified

and compared toward some end. The S U P E R ‘

(Recognize your choices and your

" role in the selective process.) |
NATURALJ

MAKE A CUT: Make a

distinction between what has A NEW VISION OF
appeared and what 1s—and SEb: GiRCR R EiLs
recognize that, as an embodied

' ego, you have no reliable access -
. to the latter: you yourself are a U
biological medium or

neurological filter. W h itley Strieber

| and effre .Krial |
2016 | f :




* HISTORICALLY
CONTEXTUALIZE: Place the
events that you are trying to

understand both in the general The S U P E R

| history of religions (larger global
patterns) and in their own more N A T U R A L ‘
immediate historical, social, and

i A NEW VISION OF
political contexts.

THE UNEXPLAINED

INTERPRET AND DOUBLY
= IMAGINE: Consider the -
| possibility that some of these U
encounters may be mediated

expressions of another form of Whitle y Strieber
mind (maybe ours) making

contact with the human ego. and Jeftrey J.Kripal /,
2016 3




* SAY AWAY: Learn to live with
paradox and to sit with the

i on The SUPER |}

1* SAY AGAIN: Look to |

unexplained events—weird N A T U R A L 4
“coincidences,” striking dreams, |
drop-your-jaw moments. A NEW VISION OF

. THE UNEXPLAINED
What we can change 1s the filter,

the medium, that 1s: us.

V.

Whitley Strieber

and effre .Krial |
2016 | ; 4,
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Epilogue from Houston
Ending from Where You Are




R T HUR I S E

Suddenly, from behind the rim of the moon, in long, slow-motion moments of immense majesty, there emerges a sparkling blue and white
jewel, a light, delicate sky-blue sphere laced with slowly swirling veils of white, rising gradually like a small pearl in a thick sea of black
mystery. It takes more than a moment to fully realize this is Earth . . . home.

- Astronaut Edgar Mitchell, Apollo 14
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You develop an instant global consciousness,
a people orientation, an intense
dissatisfaction with the state of the world,
and a compulsion to do something about it.

From out there on the moon,
international politics look so petty.

You want to grab a politician by the scruff of the neck
and drag him a quarter of a million miles out and say,

'Look at that, you son of a bitch'.
-Astronaut,
Edgar D. Mitchell




““Political borders and nation-states
— much like religions — are
imaginary lines drawn on maps to
“mark the temporary results of the

= ongoing debates, compromises, and

violences of human history.

'No such borders, and no such
sreligions, can be seen from space.

t’s all one blue planet floating in
ithe seeming infinity of space-time.’

' « “This course has been about

[launching ourselves beyond local
vborders and temporal boundaries”
-}

3

<)

Earthrise

How Man First Saw
the Earth

Robert Poole

2010, Yale UP




--a--:g"‘The future will depend partly,

| maybe largely, on whether we and
= our children can step back and out
= of our own ethnic, religious, and
“cultural identities and learn to live

= j_ln a world that 1s irreducibly plural

& irreducibly the same.

= -.3
Our futures will almost certainly
depend on whether this we

3 Earthlings can embody such a

~ cosmic perspective in our personal,
- “social, political, professional, and

2 reh glous lhcs
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Touchstones

Pluralism
Pragmatism

Progressivism
(vs. exclusivism, 2nd-hand, status quo)

Conveyer Belts

Egocentric —> Ethnocentric —>
- Geocentric —> Cosmo-centric
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W hat has resonated most
with you about this course?

How do you now see/approach religion differently?
livaluations




