" JEFFREY J. KRIPAL

E RELIGION D

Thursdays, 10:00 — 11:30 am,

Mar. 10— Apr. 21 (skip 5/24

$46; 448 pages (2014)
(We'll cover all of “Parts 1 & 3" and as much as we can of Part 2)
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Housekeeping

« Attendance

« Add to email list?

« Other?




Covenant

Use “I” statements: speak from your
own experience.

Ask permission before sharing other
participants’ stories outside the group.

Step-up, step-back: be conscious of the
level of participation that you bring to the |
conversation. Allow everyone a chance
to speak before you speak again.

You always have permission to “pass.”
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Class 1: Part I: “Prehistory, Preparation, & Perspective” (chapters 1-2)

‘. Class 2: Part I: “Prehistory, Preparation, & Perspective” (chapters 2-3)

- Class o Pt 11: “Comparative Acts”: Chapter 6: “Sex and Bodies™;

Class 4: Chapter 8: “Imagination & Paranormal”

Chapter 9: “Soul, Salvation, & the End”

Chapter 4: “Myth/Ritual”; Chapter 5: “Nature/Science”; Chapter 7 Charlsma an .

."»Power | | | :
‘i"t I11: Puttmg TLAll Together Again (ehapters 10- 12)

r a’emzls see C/zapz‘er Outlines’ ‘under Bmwse byﬁewur;
- ' at szeV mm/ge/krwal) | .



http://wiley.com/go/kripal
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- “Death of a religion: Isis & the Yazidi”
blogs telegraph. co. uk/news/seanthomas/100282674/death-of-a- rehglon 1S1S=and the-

vezidi/



http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/seanthomas/100282674/death-of-a-religion-isis-and-the-yezidi/

“Death ()f a rellglon Isis & the Yand'” ‘

bloe‘s telegraph.co.uk/news/seanthomas/100282674/death-of-a- rehglon -1S1S- and the- VGZldl/

0 d‘eeply “peculiar”

'_'S(.}aréd of lettuce.



http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/seanthomas/100282674/death-of-a-religion-isis-and-the-yezidi/

vezidy/

vneretistic
Like Hindus, they believe in reincarnation.
Like ancient Mithraists, they sacrifice bulls.

;.h‘e_;y-lpractice baptism, like Christians.

'hen they pray, they face the sun like Zoroast'rians.

\hére are also strong lmks Wlth Sufism, the myStlcal bl‘anch“



http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/seanthomas/100282674/death-of-a-religion-isis-and-the-yezidi/

_ ;{:'DeV1l Worshlp arguably, the Yazidi worship What

-
! Chrlstlans or Mushms might call “Satan”

5 though the Yazidi call him “Melek Taus”™
> appears in the form of a peacock angel.

' led a rebellion in heaven: clearly echoing the story(')'_ ;

{L‘umfer casl into Hell by the Christian God




“"modern day lurkey, Iraq and Kurdlstan

% Reverenee for birds — and snakes — also appears to be

extremely old

Gebekh lepe boasts carvings of nged blrdmen and
mages of buzzards and serpents '













Fair guess: Yazidism is a vastly ancient form of bird-

‘worship, that could date back 6,000 years or more.
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Chapter 8:

The Religious Imagmation & It’s Paranormal Powers

ngels, Aliens, and Anomalies




Psychical
i1* 1870s: “psychic” & “psychical”
§ in writings of a prominent British
chemist named Sir William
Crookes

Studying “Psychic Force” of a

medium ' ' T I '
i IRpassiatef

Psychical’: as yet unexplainable Tho Pirancrmal ia i po S0

_ - force, pertaining to the human
| psyche. (combination of)

JEFFREY J. KRIPAL [
- * Paranormal: modern reframing of i
 Catholic term preternatural E
' (“beyond the natural”’)




| Psychleal ' BEYO ND
| ‘A woman has a vivid dream of her K N OW' N G

~ husband standmg next to her bed,
= apologizing and explaining that he had
pologizing and explaining that h JANIS AMATUZIO, MD
| Dbeen in a car accident. And that his car Author of Forever Ours
- was in a ditch where it could not be
- seen from the road.

She awakes immediately at 4:20am,
and calls the police to tell them with
| absolute certainty that her husband had
g ‘been in a car accident not far from
heir home in a ravine that could not
‘be seen from the road.

recovered the body twenty




Telepathy
tele (“at a distance”) + pathos (“suffering/affected”)

l -

i* 1882: comned by Frederic Myers , a
t Greek and Latin professor at
Cambridge

Dramatic psychical
communications between loved
ones 1n extreme emotional states.

** Connection between trauma/death

" and paranormal events is one

| response to sneering about why
psychics don’t get rich on the stock
. market or can’t replicate in

) controlled laboratories.

- 1845-1901
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‘manifestations of the cultural
- imagination, now dominated by
sci-f1 and Cold War terms.
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UFOS Through the lLens of ﬂeﬂexwz[y
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Medieval Catholicism:

OPERATION

TROJAN]

demons/angels
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Early modern European folklore:
elves/fauns/fairies
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Cold War America: JOHN A. KEEL

sci-f1 invading Martians and
| : The ClassieBreakthrough Study of UFOs
beneficent Venusians e s
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Similar reports of sexuality with
modern UFO abductions and
premodern incubi/succubi/ fa1r1es/
sylphs :

1993 'V NHOL
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Keel: “veridical hallucinations”

OPERATION

TROJAN

Part of an “in-between”

; Another space-time continuum,
where life, matter, and energy are

radically different from ours. JOHN A. KEEL

The ClassieBreakthrough Study of UFOs
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B 1eal/unreal

Refusal of all easy, polarizing
answers regarding the paranormal

Such phenomena cannot be mapped
onto the cognitive grids of binomial B
oppositions |

mental/material

subjective/objective

[limitations of language/human/




o, 3 f i AR P T

Russell Targ

1 97OS Led psychlcal espionage
program for U.S. government

%;_'Teenager: amateur mentalist, who
faked psychical abilities on stage.

‘One day during a show, he realized
hat real telepathic information was
oming through the stage trick.

ruth will sometimes only manifest
elf as a trick (not a bad definition
' of religion!)
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- Secular high school football teams
| praying the Lord’s Prayer in the
locker room.

| Praying to...win?...defeat other
& team?...protection?

“Worked”: because remained
- ambiguous, never explained or
rationally justified.

orked???: (Both teams praying!)




possible the Human Genome Project

1993: Nobel Prize for inventing the DdN Cill ﬂ Nd Kt
polymerase chain reaction, making o tie MinD FielLD

(was on LSD intermittently) , % ‘

“To say 1t was aliens 1s to assume a
~ lot. To say 1t was weird 1s to _
~ understate it...extraordinarily weird.” ¥/ 3

* Can’t do science with such a single
anomalous experience, but “I don’t
deny what happened.... 1t happened.”

R o -

(Kripal, page 260ff, “The Glowing Raccoon”)

KdRY IllllllIS

WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE [N CHEMISTRY
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Supernatural Assault Traditions 8

(OMMUNION

Encounters with the Unknown

Received a quarter million letters
trom individuals all over the world
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recognized either the iconic “gray”
on the cover
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or traces of their own spiritually
traumatic experiences in his.
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Supernatural Assault Traditions

» Right-brain: reads the emotional Encounters with the Unknown

. (mouth).

- Thus, the classic alien face looks
like an exaggerated version of what

3 anomalous encounter.

nuances of upper part of face
(eyes).

Left-brain: focuses on lower part

Bt

g
the right brain would put together if |8 ATrye 5’[0“4

it were to imagine and process an WH”LEY 5TRIEBE




QR i P e 6o
® i

= fjf'*'iRatlonal Offense of the In-between: paranormal is the “dirt/ e
- 8 1mpur1ty of the present orthodoxy of scientific materialism — &

. commonly met W1th excesswe/hysterlcal forms of rej ectlon

rick of the Truth relatlonshlp between fact/ fraud not always

1mple — also true W1th tr1cks of myth/r1tua1/mag1c/re11g10n._ |




Kripal’'s Tough Questions
M'.;Read 2011 New York Times piece on | SENEEISVIEESN)

" Daryl Bem’s scientific research on

~ precognition: I M I N D S

- Top Journal Plans to Publish a Paper
ton ESP, and Psychologists Sense of
. Outrage”

EXTRASENSORY EXPERIENCES

INA QUANTUM REALITY

VEAN T

2006
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Chapter 9: Final Questions:
Soul, Salvation, and the End of All Things

The Human as Two




 Channeled from 1965 to 1973 through
© Helen Shucman,

-

* reluctant NY, Jewish, atheistic
psychologist,

R o MO Vi 55 L

» encouraged by her colleague Bill
Thetford to accept and transcribe the
material.

Both were professors of medical
- psychology at Columbia University’s
1 College of Physicians and Surgeons.

"Edited'by a third psychologist, Kenneth
‘Wapnick. (All three were Ph.D.s)
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- A Course 1n Miracles 1975

< Ornigins

« felt overwhelmed by a series of
highly symbolic dreams

finally submitted to a kind of inner- |
©  directed source she came to call
“the Voice.”

When she did not give expression
. to “the Voice,” she would get sick
- or could not sleep.




A SR T LN B

'« Schuman: “I know the Course is
true, but I don’t believe 1t.”

i+ Thetford: “I always thought that a
Higher Authority must have goofed
in selecting Helen and me for this
assignment.”
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Near Death Experiences E

-t Do we have few records of =
& “negative” or “hellish” NDEs
= because people are too afraid or
| embarrassed to report them?

Is religion, at base, a human
response to death?




Definition of

"Human response to the dual
reality of being alive & having

to die."

The CATHEDRAL

Religion of the WORLD

A UNIVERSALIST THEOLOGY

v/ |
Forrest Church




—schatology

» “Everything will be all
right in the end...

- if it's not all right then
it's not yet the end.”




—schatology

* A monk asked a Zen master,
“What happens when you
die?”

» The Zen master replied, | don’t
Know.”

* The monk said, “What do you
mean? Aren’t you a Zen &/

master?” N -
* And the Zen Master replied, E T :

“Yes, but I’'m not a dead one.”
.



—schatology

» Christian Pacifism (“With the grain
of the universe”)

Most Christians do not act as if they % =
only have eighty-five (or so) years :W ! ' Mt. Olivet

on this earth, followed by either to Amos.8:9 - At NOON
WWW. augusthd2027 com
heaven or hell. BURKETT WEDA

"-7 sy

e - —— s~
7 '
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|

"l do not pretend to understand the
moral universe; the arc is a long
one, my eye reaches but little ways;
| cannot calculate the curve and
complete the figure by the
experience of sight; | can divine it
by conscience. And from what | see
| am sure it bends towards justice.”
- Theodore Parker (1810-1860)



De-centering

Copernicus

Darwin

Freud

Einstein




—mily Saliers

“The end of my youth
was the possible truth

that it all happens
randomly.”

~“Philosophy of Loss,” Come
on Now Social




ELove in\r;.s’?r7 N|H|L
el UNBOUND

[O]ne trillion, trillion, trillion years

from now, the accelerating ENLIGHTENMENT AND
expansion of the universe will EXTINCTION
have disintegrated the fabric of
matter itself, terminating the
possibility of embodiment. Every a

Ray Brassier

star in the universe will have burnt
out, plunging the cosmos into a
state of absolute darkness and
leaving behind nothing but spent

"f."“""’“'” Nl
.

husks of collapsed matter. All free @ [, LW e -
— 1&,.‘__‘ - / :
matter, whether on planetary T2 R
surfaces or in interstellar space, 2 X
-

will have decayed, eradicating : =S —3 = ,
any remnants of life.... \:“."‘“‘3‘;;;-;_5;




Love Wins? NIHIL
—ntropy Wins?
[T]he stellar corpses littering the U N BO U N D
empty universe will evaporate ENLIGHTENMENT AND
into a brief hailstorm of EXTINCTION
elementary particles. Atoms Ray Brassier
themselves will cease to exist.
Only the implacable
gravitational expansion will
continue, driven by the
currently inexplicable force
called ‘dark energy’, which will
keep pushing the extinguished
universe deeper and deeper
into an eternal and e
unfathomable blackness.” (228) §




Sub Specie Aeternitatis

MIND &
COSMOS

+ (1937 -)
MATERIALIST
NEO-DARWINIAN

. . CONCEPTION
 University Professor of OF NATURE
1S ALMOSI

Philosophy and Law at New e
York University FALSE

« Atheist (not religious or ID)

« can’t account for mind and
consciousness; therefore,
iIncomplete

» anti-reductionist (teleological) THOMAS NAGEL




Richard Rorty

- “Nowadays, to say that we are clever |
animals is not to say something
philosophical and pessimistic but
something political and hopeful —

- namely, if we can work together, we
can make ourselves into whatever we
are clever and courageous enough to
iImagine ourselves becoming.

 This is to set aside Kant’s question
‘What is man?’ and to substitute the
question ‘What sort of world can we
prepare for our great
grandchildren?’”



PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIAL HOPE

qlchard :%Orty RICHARD RORTY

 “As it turned out, willingness to
endure suffering for the sake of  VasternWo
future reward was transferable DEVEL{:PM!
from individual rewards to social | [H&T &
ones, from one’s hopes for
paradise to one’s hopes for one’s
grandchildren.”

—Contingency, Irony, Solidarity




Do Klingons
have gods’

"Not any more. They were all slain
by Klingon warriors a millenium ogo |




—Merson’s
definition of success

“To laugh often and much;

to win the respect of intelligent people and
the affection of children;

to earn the appreciation of honest critics an
endure the betrayal of false friends;

to appreciate beauty;
to find the best in others;

to leave the world a bit better, whether by a
happy child, a garden patch or a redeemed
social condition;

to know even one life has breathed easier
because you have lived.”




Victor Frankls
Sources for Meaning

. S —, A— ——— - -

- Experiential - love & beauty
(intrinsic worth)

o
- Attitudinal - capacity to find _
meaning even in suffering/ 4

tragedy/death (our
response)

» Creative - commitment to
person/cause beyond
oneself (artistic or social)
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Kripal’s Tough Questions -

E;ff%'f'What Would happen to our religions if we understood religious

doctrlnes as mediating “symbols” (mediums of the pamdoxzcal)
ather than as literal “dogmas,”

hat 1s, 1if we came to terms with the role of the imagination in

Muslzm mvstzc T he color of the water is that g1 the vessel
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Is the death experience of a Hindu (who 1s taught relncamatlon)
fundamentally different from that of a Jew, Christian, or Mushim?

Does your body “have a soul”? Or does your soul “have a body”?
‘Or do you think of yourself as only a material body that somehow
‘produces the illusion of spirit or soul? What difference do your

‘answers to these questions make? [If the witness of the history of |
eligions means anything, there is more than one "you” in you. |
'_{“T he Human as Two.”)]
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( lasms i Part I “Prehistory, Preparatioh,» & Perspective” (chapters 12) |
Class 2: Part I: “Prehistory, Preparation, & Perspective” (chapters 2-3)
x CI&SS 3: Part 11: “Comparative Acts”: Chapter 6: “Sex and Bodies™;

Class 4: Chapter il Imagmatlon and Paranormal”; Chapter 9: “Soul, Salvation, and the End”

> (Nol‘ covered.: C/zapter4 “‘Myth/Ritual”; Chapter 5: “Nature/Science”; Chapter 7: C/zarzsma and POWW;’?)? =

ass J: Part I11: Putting 1t All Together Agam

hapter 10, “Faithful Re- -readings: Fxclusivism, Inclusivism,
Pluralism, and Justice.” |
g;;_.-v}".:;";qapter 11, “Rational Re- readings: Masters of Susplclon Classma-:
d Contemporary |



http://wiley.com/go/kripal

