" JEFFREY J. KRIPAL

E RELIGION D

Thursdays, 10:00 — 11:30 am,

Mar. 10— Apr. 21 (skip 5/24

$46; 448 pages (2014)
(We'll cover all of “Parts 1 & 3" and as much as we can of Part 2)
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Housekeeping

« Attendance

« Add to email list?

« Other?




Covenant

Use “I” statements: speak from your
own experience.

Ask permission before sharing other
participants’ stories outside the group.

Step-up, step-back: be conscious of the
level of participation that you bring to the |
conversation. Allow everyone a chance
to speak before you speak again.

You always have permission to “pass.”
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lass 1 PartI “Prehlstory, Preparatlon A\ Perspectwe” (ch 1- Za)

b Class 2: Part I: “Prehistory, Preparation, & Perspective” (ch. 2b-3)

'_I?'ért II: “Comparative Acts”
| é"-Chapter 4: “Myth/Ritual”

Chapter 5: “Nature/Science”
B0 6: “Sex and Bodies”
| ;_'.Chz‘l_pter 7: “Charisma and Power”

C}i—apter 8: “Imagination and Paranormal”

hapter 9: “Soul, Salvation, and the End”
art III Puttmg It All Together Agaln (chapters 10 12)

a’ez‘alls see C/zapz‘er Outlines " under “Browse byﬂewurces at WZZGV
| e -;Q'O/krwal) | e



http://wiley.com/go/kripal
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-~ Em ‘an atheist is oke

Shammg religions and mtelle e
spirituality as false or stupldls I _ 0)

Being a Christian is okay.

Being homophobic, misogynistic, racist, or
behaving in a hateful manner in the name
of Christianity is not okay.

= Author
Being a reindeer is okay.

Bullying and excluding another reindeer
because he has a shiny nose is not okay.




What progresswes do 't gét about tradltlonal Chrlstlans”
(lmplzczz‘ly makes Kripal's pamts) '

(theweek.com/article/index/265094/what-progressives- fundamentallv dont-get-about-traditional - christians:)g

“From ChI‘lStlaD colleges challenging the Aff()rdable Care ;
Act s contraception mandate 7o the Catholic bishops
protestmg same-sex marriage, orthodox Christians are

~among the most unyzelding opponents of sexual hbera‘uon«

; S
’s
=
3 ;
5]
!

Bound to their idea of human sexuality because it 1s
mseparable from their understandmg of God.

S
? .


https://theweek.com/article/index/265094/what-progressives-fundamentally-dont-get-about-traditional-christians
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A_'hat progresswes fundamentally don't get about tradltlon“‘*
‘ Christians” (Kripal would say, “COITQCU”> .

2 “If Christians are no longer up in arms about trimming &

- beards or eating ham, a common progressive line goes,
why must they follow the bible's smnlarly backward
thinking around homosexuality?

Orthodox Christan View: sexual difference is ordered
.towards procreatlon “Tug on the strand of sexual
difference, and you risk unravelmg the Whole of
fChrlstlamty | |




: radltlonal Chrlstlans” {Krlpal Would say #Freud'] )"“
z> Blble Frequently calls God Father.

§> Roman Catholics: “Father” mdlcates that “God is the

first origin of everything and transcendent authority,”  $
attributes historically associated with the male of the =

s-pecies.




"W_’hat progresswes fundamentally don't get about tradltlona
| | ~ Christians” |
> “'Gr(jwing acceptance of homosexuality and self-defined
gender identity challenges more than an old, persmtent
patrlarchy

Threatens more than the Christian notion of sexual
difference and complementarity.

If this traditional Christian understanding of human

‘.s'<exuallty is wrong, then the biblical authors were mlsgmde G
1 building their conceptions of God and the church on thy
fc unda‘uons ol sexual difference.” L

‘:»*'t/zeweek com/arz‘zcle/ma’ex/265094/wﬁaz‘ DIOQTessIves- fundamem‘al[v dont-get- abouz‘ z‘ma’zt



https://theweek.com/article/index/265094/what-progressives-fundamentally-dont-get-about-traditional-christians
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4 ts from Session #1°

“Religious Mystic & Rational Humanist:
The Mystical Humanism of Jeffrey Kripal”:

Datheos com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal

..'n 1989] For days I had been participating in the annual Bengah |
celebration of the goddess Kali in the streets and temples of Calcutta
10W Kolkata) |



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal
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* 1gts () % es 51n # 1

“Religious Mystic & Rational Humanist:
The Mystical Humanism of Jeffrey Kripal”:

nétheos com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal ‘



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal
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* 1gts () % es 51n # 1

“Religious Mystic & Rational Humanist:
The Mystical Humanism of Jeffrey Kripal”:

nétheos com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal ‘

:,T hen those “feet” touched me. An incredibly subtle, immensely
pleasurable and terrifyingly powerful energy entered me, posses - d :



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal

F nghhghts from Sessmn # 1

“Religious Mystic & Rational Humanist:
The Mystical Humanism of Jeffrey Kripal”:

Datheos com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey- krmal

to some sort of occult Internet and that billions of bits of 1nformat10n

were being downloaded into its neural net.

. Or better, it felt as if my entire being was being reprogrammed or

rewired. ... It is almost as if some kind of direct tip
mmd transmission took place, as if those residual p
i encoded with 1deas or structures that could not be “

ut could be stored and later intuited and conscious!

ht-brained, mind- tO"

lasmic energies were
languaged”

y shaped in the -';
mirror of other resonant or echoing authors until they could appear, n
through the pr1sm of the left brain’s words, as my books.”

(Jeffrey Krlpal Mutants &‘M i



http://www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/03/religious-mystic-rational-humanist-the-mystical-humanism-of-jeffrey-kripal

from Session #

esist getting lost 1n the details mamesiar

Kant, Strauss, etc. )

atterns ways of relating — What emerges
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4 Hllgts from Sessm i

f When it comes to the history of testimonies about personal religious |
- experience, there are a lot charlatans, huckers, con artists, fakes, frauds, |
. and imposters. |

ff,'UU balance First Source of “direct experience” with Fifth Source of
| “reason and the results of science that warn us against idolatries of the mmdf '
& and spirit.” |

* Modernity: seeming triumph of secularization, industrialization, progress, and

rationality — understanding the world as a machine: the dream that if we
could just figure out how all the component parts Work then we’ll
| 'understand the whole.

; nlversal § o oand open to multiple ways of obtaining knowledge [th 3
oth/and of science and szrztualzly) ]
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nghhghts fr()m Sessmn # l

issertation Defense: Kripal asked was

Sahasara
Crown Chakra (7th Chakra)

Ajna
Brow Chakra (6th Chakra)

Vishuddha
Throat Chakra (5th Chakra)

Anahata
Heart Chakra (4th Chakra)

Manipura
Solar Plexus Chakra (3rd Chakra

Swadhisthana
Sacral Chakra (2nd Chakra)

Muladhara
Root Chakra (1st Chakra)

’nd1t1ons
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Sahasara
Crown Chakra (7th Chakra)

Ajna
Brow Chakra (6th Chakra)

Vishuddha
Throat Chakra (5th Chakra)

edipal Complex” (unconscious motives
lated to “sexual desire, greed” as well

Anahata
Heart Chakra (4th Chakra)

Manipura
Solar Plexus Chakra (3rd Chakra

Swadhisthana
Sacral Chakra (2nd Chakra)

Muladhara
Root Chakra (1st Chakra)



* Highlights from Session #1
science 18 less skilled at addressing . o F
he subjective, poetic, |

Sahasara
Crown Chakra (7th Chakra)

Ajna
Brow Chakra (6th Chakra)

Vishuddha
Throat Chakra (5th Chakra)

Anahata
Heart Chakra (4th Chakra)

Manipura
Solar Plexus Chakra (3rd Chakra

“Third Eye” Opening: near-
orptive state

Swadhisthana
Sacral Chakra (2nd Chakra)

Muladhara
Root Chakra (1st Chakra)

/enth Chakra:UnitiVe state, = e =
omplete absorption,” | E




nghhghts from Sessmn #1 _ :

f_f\Just as spiritual teachers have criticized scientists for only getting to the E
| “third chakra many orthodox religions are rightly criticized for L
;_;_v_,'stopplng “Just above the waist” \

4 Many traditional rehgmns do well with the mystical love for the d1V1ne .»
. but their approaches to the anal, genital, and digestive parts of the
- human condition (“below the waist”) are often nonsensical, 1nhumane, A
and ‘unrealistic to say the least. | :

- esus exposes that the orthodox tradition about J esus, for the most
part, stops “Just above the Walst %




an UNCoNscious knowledge that there are huge aspects of the human o
~ | condition that image of the divine neglects (like with a monothelstlc F
| God as “Father”-alone), |




" Highlights from Session #1

;“;".ff :-_ ‘: Contmue to be skeptical of strands of spirituality that are superﬁmal
ﬂaky, anti-intellectual, and socially disengaged.” | B

"'?’”-L?“Mystical' Humanism””: intersection of science & spirituality.

< it - .

. } PRl
s

Limits of scientific materialism: A man is searching for his car keys.
- Another man comes up and asks where he thinks he lost them. “In the &

basement,” he answers. “So why are you looking out here inthe
driveway?” he asks in confusion. “Oh, because the light is much better =




fkilee playmg with fire.

* Like the “Red Pill” from The Matrix: “This is your last chance. After
thls there is no turning back. You take the blue pill — the story ends, &
you wake up in your bed and believe whatever you want to believe. You o
take the red pill —you stay in Wonderland and I show you how deep the 4
rabbit-hole goes.’

Cost: professional study of religion is incompatible with partlcular typ
fof rehgloslty (fundamentalism).

| .‘frce/respofnsible search for truth/meaning”

* “one who knows one knows none”
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nthropomorphism and Projection Theory: It is no coincidence that,
“the Ethiopians worship black gods and the Thracians worship gods -
with blue eyes and red hair....”

B e




‘homantic Reversal

2* All Religions are One (1738) —
| - human nature lies behind 1t all.

The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
(1793): “Men forgot that All
deities reside in the human breast”

[Projection Theory: the divine may
©  be a projection of the human, but
" the human is also really and truly

| divine./

~t+ Blake: Is Jesus divine?
| } Friend: “He 1s the Only God. And William Blake (1757-1827)
so am I. And so are you.”
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Romantic Reversal ‘
“Reflexivity”) £

* 1838, “Divinity School Address”™ |
' to six graduating students, their
families, and the faculty.
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"+ Denied unique divinity of Christ
and affirmed the divinity of the
“infinite soul”

* “They call it Christianity, but I
call 1t consciousness.”

~* Banned from Harvard for 25 | =

- Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803 — 1882)

T T



i homantic Reversal

- bibles and religions divine.... I do

not say that are not divine, I say

- they have all grown out of you and
may grow out of you still, It 1s not

they who give the life.... it 1s you
- who give the life.”

At Whitman’s funeral, passages
- from Jesus, the Buddha, and
Contucius were all read.

. Theme: Mystics are often the most
- radical comparative thinkers _ )
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PRSP

Farly Psycholégy
of Religion

FEARERINE NP

. NECRRSLISREAEVL 7 2a Rl TR

“KFirsthand religion”

- ° established religious communities
= are based, for the most part, on
secondhand tradition,

1* “but the founders of [religious
traditions] owed their power =
e , Writings 1902-1910
« O%‘lglnally to the fact of th@lr : The Varieties of Religious Experience
direct personal communion with SEASIE LN

A Pluralistic Universe

the divine.” The Meaning of Truth

Some Problems of Philosophy
Essays

Y TR e A Y AOYTT TR TSR STosews 1w
s SR ATH (SRR A2 IESAT i L \
3 - \ you IR 1 vl L 2
J q | ) A i z R
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. to pieces”

_ that this higher part [of one's self]

N e o el A B I B, R

Farly Psycholégy
of Religion

Possibility of becoming “conscious

1S coterminous and continuous with a
MORE of the same quality,

which 1s operative in the universe
outside of [one’s self],

| and which [one] can keep 1mn WOI'kiIlg Writings 1902-1910
"~ touch with,

The Varieties of Religious Experience
Pragmatism

A Pluralistic Universe

and 1n a fashion get on board of and The Meaning of Truth

Some Problems of Philosophy

save [one’s self] Essays

when all [one’s]| lower being has gone
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Masters of Suspicion

* Religion encourages people to
focus on non-existent fantasies
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* preventing them from
confronting the real material
and economic structures
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Masters of Susplclon -
“Religious suffering is, at one and the (‘
'same time, the expression of real suffering e
and a protest against real suffering.

Religion i1s the sigh of the oppressed
creature, the heart of a heartless world, and
the soul of soulless conditions. It 1s the
opium of the people.
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The abolition of religion as the 1llusory
happiness of the people 1s the demand for
their real happiness. fieeEien)

'To call on them to give up their 1llusions
about their condition is to call on them to
give up a condition that requires illusions.

The criticism of religion 1s, therefore, 1n
* embryo, the criticism of that vale of tears
- of which religion is the halo.”
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 Masters of Suspicion

]

; (““Atheism for Lent”: http:// =
{3 www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/02/ - .~

- atheism-for-lent-the-spiritual-practice-of-
_doubt/)

=
L

.‘i\‘ 2

Marx sees religion as “the sigh of the
economically distressed” that primarily serves
to “legitimize’ the current unequal
distribution of “socio-economic power.” So, L
for Marx, we need to unmask that Religio:j isithe’opi
“underneath” the religious impulse is really ofgtheymasses.
about our dissatisfaction with the unfair
economic playing field. (Since we don’t see
" any way to change that inequality, we placate
ourselves with religion.) His contention is that
by exposing the ways that religion 1s merely
an “opiate of the masses,” we can free
ourselves to focus on creating a fair economic
-~ system for all. In his famous words, “Workers
- of the world, unite!” #OccupyWallStreet.
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/carlgregg/2014/02/atheism-for-lent-the-spiritual-practice-of-doubt/
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 Masters of Suspicion
; Religion as the “resentment of the
- weak against the strong.”

- Weak trying to control those who
| are strong.

Unmask the ways the religion 1s
holding back the greatest among
us from achieving their fullest
potential in overcoming the
- limatations of traditional morality

3 FRPES B el IV LR T
MR R R
) 1 A%ty
U e Bt on e
Labe LT LN g A Lot i i ald

- apd becoming what he called the
Ubermensch (“Beyond Human”).

Friedrich Nietzsche o
0 1844-1900) .

27
\ 1 St 9]
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Masters of Susplclon

* Religion as existential “weakness
seeking consolation.”
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Root of religion as “a desire for
one’s mommy’’:
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the felt longing for the Presence

of God 1s really about the

unconscious desire to return to the
“Oceanic Feeling” of the womb.
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| (1856-1939) | /

NN L



1c1on

“The true sense of theology is

Masters of Susp
Anthropology
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Masters of Suspicion

* Reverse the subject & predicate
of traditional religious claims

Reclaim (Romantic reflexive
reversal) the unconscious truths
we projected on the divine.

“If [Jewish scripture] states tha
‘God made [humans] in [God’s
own image,” what this really

means is ‘[Humans] made Go
in [humanity’s] own image,’

or if Christianity states that ‘Go
1S love,’ what this 1in essence Ludwig Feuerbach
1s ‘Love is God.”” (1804139
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Ludwig Feuerbach
(1804-1872)

1S to
of needing

Love” and claim

that truth for ourselves
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- Process-Relational Theo-poetics
" * To what theism are you adding
B prefix “a-" ?

= * “You get the atheism you deserve,
& depending on the theism you are
serving up.”

#Projection/Projectile

** “] am trying to open thinking and
- practice to the event that is

| playing itself out under the name
| of God.”

THE I\IC,I‘%TF\CF OF GOD

ATHEOLOGY OF "L K|

JOHN Dy CARGIO

2013
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- Process-Relational Theo-poetics  [RR A NGEaES CE OF GOD =
“The several religions differ from il BTt S -
one another 1n ways that are

- broadly similar to the ways that
languages differ from one
another.”

SRS TR T han 01 SRCIN

“No more sense to ask what is the

true religion than what 1s the true
language. . .different vocabularies
~ doing different things.”




Counterculture f
- Race (Civil Rights Movement) | " _ " . ?
\ Class (counterculture) L e
Gender (Women s movement,

sexual revolution, LGBTAQ rights
| movement)

~ [Slate: should you call cops?!]
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Counterculture F
Asian Religions '
- Yoga

Altered States of Consciousness

Drug experimentation




THE

OF M 3 N RO TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
A clear and objective description of the great ,
religions and therr appeal 1o the spintual asparations ( Or S

of the different peoples of the world po °
BY HUSTON SMITH Rllgl() 1S

e

' (@}J
| e HARPER —C. COLOPHON BOOKS / CN43 / $3.50

Radica] in 1958
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Over-)correction

Scholars began acting against 1 F
obvious excesses of naive (and . |
often colonialist) claims of g
Perennial Philosophy, which | = .
overemphasized sameness. =5 ¢

Began to stress differences: local

languages, contexts, nuances: GOD s NoT ONE | ‘

love,
9 ’
Yo7y, The EIGHT RIVAL RELIGIONS THAT RUN the WORLD
= —and WHY THEIR DIFFERENCES MATTER
Karuna/onqaey/

STEPHEN PROTHERO

Author of the nes Bestseller Religious Literacy
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* “positive cosmopolitanism” to




At the intersection of mystical,

Renaissance humanist, romantic,

and countercultural streams.
Both/And
Consciousness and culture

Sameness and difference

JFFREYJ KRIPAL

COMPARING
RELIGIONS




e Tl o P Pk ¢ " e
n ~ Y = e < T,
(g e, ~ N e (G e, ~
- ¥ - s - 3 - -
- $ - g, o bl e - o ] > :
: <. ; F . 3
2 v - = R ] 6 : » Ve 3 = 2
= ) R FR R T e 2 LR 215 E n =
e \ ” WS aF e “\_7“\41."" o, Iy e -

" JEFFREY J. KRIPAL

& RELIGIONS B

Chapter 3:
The Skills of Reflexivity & Some Key Categories

“The 1erms of Our Time Travel”




~{* “Ours is an incredible story. As

" far as anyone can tell, we’re the
~_only system on the planet so

=~ complex that we’ve thrown
ourselves headlong into the game
of deciphering our own
programming language.

Imagine that your desktop
computer began to control its own
- peripheral devices, removed its
own cover, and pointed its
. webcam at its own circuitry.
& That’s us.” -

Copurighted Materal
NATIONAL BESTSELLER

“"Original anc provocative. , . .
A smart, captivaing beok that will give you a prefrontal workout.”
—~NATURE

INCOGNITO

B S ESIRIEST NGRS
OF TRE BRAIN

DAVID
EAGLEMAN

AUTHOR OF SUM
Comriphted Maicrial

2012




ORIGINAL PHOTO OF THE MIRACLE OF THE SUN In Fatima

13 Qct 1917 -prusLishep BY L Osservatore Romano, 19251




Rehglous evenls, experiences, institutions, or practices can &
- “mean” one thing in their local historical terms and somethmg
qmte different when placed on the table of comparison.

"]Example: “Miraculous cures” part of broader class of “miracles.” ¢




Moreover reports of UFO encounters in North Arnerlea triggering -

- . spontaneous cures.

i> BiZarre twist: one famous FEuropean apparition of the Virgin Mary
that triggered cures looks Very much like a UFO encounter: the |
famous “miracle of the sun™ on October 14, 1917 in Fatima, Portugal

Sun turned into a spinning “silver dise,” shooting “fireworks™ and
| Zig" zagging” as it appeared to threaten to fall to carth — which

_.,rnerous UFO sightings that would come later in the same eentu, "
2> Witnessed hy tens of thousands of people.

'i> Preoheted with preelslon hy three ehlld Vlslonarles months

hefore it happened




ORIGINAL PHOTO OF THE MIRACLE OF THE SUN In Fatima

13 Qct 1917 -prusLishep BY L Osservatore Romano, 19251




'Sometimes comparison just gets you into trouble!

i> Hermeneutlcal Carcle: “new whole” of the Compara‘uwst ‘ ;
. perspectwe allows us to speculate how these events really ?
work” (as opposed to how individuals believe they work &
. from a singular perspective). [“to know one is to know n0n€ ”/

-
{

If Cathohc saints, Amazonian shamans, Sufi saints, and
UFO encounters all catalyze spontaneous cures, how can;
one possibly say that the healing miracles of one’s own
tradition “prove” the exclusive truth of one’s very -
'partlcular faith? Must we not search for a deeper, more
global explanation? (Soczal psycﬁOZngcal psychosomatic,
SPLTL Z Gor al[ four — ar WOr/c in al[ Of z‘/zesev ZOCaZ case"
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claims. But pattern bolsters plausibility as common

Comloarlsoh often directly against local exclusive truth

human experience.
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“Principle of Extremity
"+ “In order to disprove the assertion

-« that all crows are black, one white
. crow is sufficient.” -william James

* Best understand the deepest dynamics
of a religious experience by focusing on
the most extreme and extraordinary
Instances.

= * Aldous Huxley: To the commonsense

- perspective of people all over the world,

- the claim that liquid water 1s really two
gases glued together by completely

- 1nvisible forces 1s completely

. unbelievable, but nonetheless true. Only

| by “traumatizing” the water does it split

1nto hydrogen and oxygen.




- Reflexivity

~ Step outside of oneself and one’s
. society and reflect critically on
! how one is thinking — or how
| one is not thinking but being
= thought by the “script” of one’s
- context (culture, religion, place,
- and time)

. Metaco gnition

ﬁ'f‘\It’s- difficult to get a [someone]
© to understand something when

[their] job depends on not | Mf)bius' strip o
_understanding it.” -Upton Sinclair | ‘ ,

oscillate between
- [even more difficult if think eternal soul depends o ( | L :
e . insider-outsider perspectives,

A 3 40 e?
L S & oy S T
) g 2




o Kripal’ T()ugh Questlons «

* What do you make of the fact that the critical study of religion &
| began “in the towers and dungeons”? Or that, to this day, scholars
| of various disciplines are harassed and threatened in various Ways
~  all around the world, often by religious authorities and
| communities. (scholarsatrisk.nyu.edu)

- What do you think about the many individuals and nation-states

- who assume they can learn, practice, and purchase western
science and technology without absorbmg any of the core cultur I &
values that produced and support that science and technology -

that 1s, without becoming “Western/Modern.”

What would change about how we think of ourselves and
- organize our societies if, following Emerson, we gradually
'3 bandoned the labels of rehglon and moved to the language of



http://scholarsatrisk.nyu.edu/

Jeffrey Kripal’s
“Tough Questions”

Have you or someone you have

! known had a similar firsthand

experience of the strange, the
uncanny, the unrepeatable, the
unasked for, but the nonetheless
existentially real?
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"Pdmu()rnml Reader’ by Rob Beschizza




Jeffrey Kripal’s
“Tough Questions”

If you are religious and believe 1n

|~ some sort of deity, does the god

you worship look like you? Do
you tend to think of god in human
terms? [God/Goddess, Lord/Lady]

Are ancient notions of religious
orthodoxy and modern notions of

' human rights compatible?

The way we talk matters a great deal.
How would our societies differ if we
abandoned the language of
“religions” and adopted the language
of “paths” or “ways”?
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"Paran()rmdl Reader" by Rob Beschizza
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