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Housekeeping

Slides: frederickuu.org/fcc

 Attendance for FCC

* Add to email list?

*Insights from your studies — or other
questions/suggestions?


http://frederickuu.org/about/FCC

Covenant

- Use “I” statements: speak from your
own experience.

« Ask permission before sharing other
participants’ stories outside the group.

- Step-up, step-back: be conscious of the
level of participation that you bring to the |
conversation. Allow everyone a chance
to speak before you speak again.

* You always have permission to “pass.”




Session 8 Isaial

S ession o ]eremz’a/z, Fzekiel

S ession 10: 7. he 1§ wélve

pring 2()15 6-weeks on J eSus, the Gospels, dhd Acts

B 2 - v v

'-_}‘.‘Fall’2.015: 6-weeks on Paul & the rest of thé NT&
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Alternately: Read primary text...and annotations
...or just come to class

Ghapter 5: The Early Israelite Prophets: Amos, [saiah of Jerusalem, Jeremiah,
Hosea, Micah, Zephaniah, Habakkuk e

t i . “. .‘\2/ # By - S
i Chapter 6: The Historians and Prophets of Exile and Return: /zra and "' i .S :’ml n'm" &

¥ Nehemiah, Second Isaiah, Joel, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Third Isaiah, Malachi Th B bl

Chapter 7: Poets and Story Tellers of s S e
‘Ancient Israel: Psalms, Lamentations, N e
“Song ol Songs, Ruth, Esther, Jonah,

ﬁ"Damel 1 and 2 Chronicles




Hellenistic Influence on NI
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LLamentations

Collection of five laments

ewailing the fall of Jerusalem to the
abylonians and the destruction of the

irst Temple in 586 BCE.

_ érhaps originally a sample of liturgies

ome “the eternal lament for all Jewish
strophes, past, present, and future.”
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Connection with Jeremiah

3 Jeremiad: “lLiterary work or speech of
= bitter lament or righteous prophecy of
~ doom”

t>3 Jewish Title in Hebrew: “How!” after 1ts
ﬁI’St W()I’d.

| Author: probably not Jeremiah, but unclear g .




Temple Monarehy Ideology shown to be false —

or at least old promises in jeopardy
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j ' ' Acrostics (Lam 1-2)

z>+ Composed of 3-line n n ‘ 1 ﬂ 1 J : &

;g strophes/ stanzas

Tet Chet Zayin Vav  He Dalet Gimel Bet  Alef ;j'f"f"f

§>1 B ord of each M € @ GO H @O (G BY) (Sllem)",

begmmng with one of I s 1 q
. the 22 letters of the D : n D :

- Hebrew ‘alef-bet" in
} sequence.

Samech Nun Nun Mem Mem Lamed Khaf Kaf Y‘"’[
(3) ™ @M () (M) L) Eh EKh) (Y)

= 1 o f “A Tav  Shin Resh Qof Tzade Tzade Fe
= ;{ﬂemam“ &S W) ® @ M @0 i A(Pff) (Sﬂenqa;.;

= Completeness of




LLamentations ot a Poet (1:1-11)

o How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has become [ “Divine divorce’], .

= | he that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the provinces has become a vassal. 2
he weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she has no one to comfort
i3 er, all her friends have dealt treacherously with her, they have become her enemies. 3 Judah has gone into i/
xile with suffering and hard servitude; she lives now among the nations, and finds no resting place; her :
suers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress. 4 The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to
il _e_’e fe-stivals; all her gates are desolate, her priests groan; her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter. 5 Her : : .
es have become the masters, her enemies prosper, because the Lord has made her suffer for the multitude

her transgressmns her children have gone away, captives before the foe. 6 From daughter Zion has

parted all her majesty. Her princes have become like stags that find no pasture; they fled without strength

ore the pursuer. 7 Jerusalem remembers, in the days of her affliction and wandering, all the preelous

1 gs that were hers in days of old. When her people fell into the hand of the foe, and there was no one tO

p".her the foe looked on mocking over her downfall. 8 Jerusalem sinned grievously, so she has become a
ry; all who honored her despise her, for they have seen her nakedness; she herself groans, and turns f

faee away. ) Her uncleanness was in her skirts; she took no thought of her future; her downfall was

ap allmg, with none to comfort her. "O Lord, look at my affliction, for the enemy has trmmphed' : 10

1emies have stretched out their hands over all her precious things; she has even seen the nations inva 1
anctuary, those whom you forbade to enter your congregation. 11 All her people groan as they searc

read; they trade their treasures for food to revive their strength. Look, O Lord, and see how worthl;




Horrors (2:1-7, 11

2l How the Lord in his anger has humiliated daughter Zion! He has thrown down
forom heaven to earth the splendor of Israel; he has not remembered his footstool
1 in the day of his anger. 2 The Lord has destroyed without merey all the dwellmgs
iﬁof Jacob; in his wrath he has broken down the strongholds of daughter Judah; he
f'has brought down to the ground in dishonor the kingdom and its rulers. 3 He has
cut down in fierce anger all the might of Israel; he has withdrawn his right hand b
from them in the face of the enemy; he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob,
"';'Onsur‘nmg all around. 4 He has bent his bow like an enemy, with his right hand
sel like a foe; he has killed all in whom we took pride in the tent of daughter ZlOIl,-_'; —
he has poured out his fury like fire. 5 The Lord has become like an enemy; he has '(
stroyed Israel. He has destroyed all its palaces, laid in ruins its strongholds, an:
wiltiplied in daughter Judah mourning and lamentation. 6 He has broken down
4 *1_'"' booth like a garden, he has destroyed his tabernacle; the Lord has abohshed in
1 ?‘-;Zlon" festival and sabbath, and in his fierce indignation has spurned king and =
iest. 7 The Lord has scorned his altar, disowned his sanctuary; he has dehvered
t()’ the hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces; a clamor was raised n the =
louse of the Lord as on a day of festival...., 11 My eyes are spent with weeping; i
omach churns; my blle 1S poured out on the ground because of the destruct




“n end 23 they are new every mormng, great Is your falthfulness




Temple-Monarchy Ideology shown to be false

1 or at least old promises in jeopardy
’.A Ct Of trutth]neSS : Lamentations

‘:A‘A- 9"».Uhvarnished truth before God
Pray anyway with shaky hope that God hears them

“Act of impassioned hope

5'-i~2> Clalms made on God: demands attention, beg for a

Remain faithful (God may hide, but they stand in

plain view)

PIICA\ 292 Jo s.m;;L Y I,

/\'4!.’/"/1'('1! ’/ ().( ’l'f.'lhv'/‘

2002




Temple-Monarchy Ideology shown to be false —

or at least old promises in jeopardy

N .

[L.amentations
ct

I Resistance

Defiance: coming to grips with our own
~despair can unleash blocked passions—

~ versus stolcism

(ot

athleen M. O'Connor

2002







= listher: jewish orphan who becomes a
| Persian queen

]’Mordecai — her cousin

-

Haman- plots genocide against Jews

o=
" 44




Esther

ale of Jewish courage amid the threats
nd risks of the Persian empire.

sther’s cunning way in the empire to save

ublic theology: maintain distinctiveness
id hegemonic power.
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Modecai - the quintessential Jew is honored

8:15:10:2-3)

;;f—ﬂwhlte with a great golden crown and a mantle
Jof fine linen and purple, while the city of Susa
3 shouted and rejoiced..... 2 All the acts of his
'power and might, and the full account of the

" high honor of Mordecai, to which the king

5 ._3 advanced him, are they not written in the

= ~annals of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 For

= ~ Mordecai the Jew was next in rank to King

“The Triumph OF Mordecai”
By Pieter Lastman (1583-1633)
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Haman — the quintessential enemy of the Jews is

hanged on the authority of the Persmnkmg (7:9- 10) E
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9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in

attendance on the king, said, "Look, the

Very gallows that Haman has prepared for
= Mordecai, whose word saved the king, W
stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high." |EEEEEUS f &
And the king said, "Hang him on that.”" 10 §
So they hanged Haman on the gallows that |
| he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the

S anger of the king abated.” -
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irim means “lots,” referring to lottery Haman used tgs
| choose the date for the massacre. :
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= God is no longer an active character.

h Lrodus, the people cried out to God, an
od rose up to deliver them In FEsther,

“neither Mordecai nor any of the Jews now

L peril tor their hives call on the Lord m

e Jews have become, as it were, God’s

‘.’s\fOrmer client now répresenting
\ \r’self God S gmwn up c/ula’ moved out of
e house. | |
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Ruth C nomcal ()rder .

;{leW1sh Part of the Five Scrolls in the ° ertmgs

Chrlstlan follows Septuagint in putting Ruth between Judges and

:Samuel The book 1s set in the period of the Judges however, the

estinian canon; therefore, Ruth’s placement between Judges
d Samuel would be secondary and derivative.
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Ruth Interpretatlons

'lder seholarshm(hlstorleal critical): focused on how Ruth the
: ;;M,Qamte (foreigner) was accepted into Israel. Viewed as a

ehal enge against the xenophobic policies of Ezra and Nehemlah L

Ivocating an open and generous Judaism.

- ewer scholarship (literary-rhetorical): Interest now is reading

i uth on 1ts own terms and without respect for it hypothe51zed

v?’Femlmst woman acts decisively to create a future for herself
patrlarehal soelety, Where no good future was offered to h
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Scene (Ruth 1 1

" and, and a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the £

5>

Country of Moab, he and his wife and two sons. 2 The name of the

man was limelech and the name of his wil
| of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; t
| ”'1'_'""0m Bethlehem in Judah. They went into t

‘e Naomi, and the names
ey were Ephrathites |

he country of Moab and

fiemamed there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and

 she > was left with her two sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the
ame of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth Whe E




Elimelech (male) — Naomi (female)

ilion (male) Mahlon (male) — Ruth .
* - (Moabite woman)




15 So she said, "See, your sister-in-law has

g_:_oneback to her people and to her gods;

Ruth said, "Do not press me to leave you orfse&

.5

to turn back from following you! Where
“yvou go, | will go; where you lodge, I will

do thus and so to me, and more as well, il

- l‘en death parts me from you!"




th 3 4 14 “When he hes down observe the place Where he lies; then, go an |
uncover his feet and lie down; and he will tell you what to do." 5 She saidto %
her, "All that you tell me I will do." 6 So she went down to the threshing floor €
1A nd did just as her mother-in-law had instructed her. 7 When Boaz had eaten
: ind drunk, and he was in a contented mood, he went to lie down at the end of &
= he heap of grain. Then she came stealthily and uncovered his feet, and lay
down 3 At midnight the man was startled, and turned over, and there ying at
1'_ éa 1s feet, was a woman! 9 e said, "Who are you?" And she answered, "l am
i} uth your servant spread your cloak over your servant, for you are next- of-

for you L.ie down untﬂ the mormng 14 So she lay at hls feet untll
rmng, but got up before one person eould reeogmze another for he sald -
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hakah (“lie down ”) ‘sleep” or “sexual
tercourse” depending on context
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‘?_/‘j* Galah (“uncover”): frequently in texts that
3 prohlblt mecest

—’3

’”‘%‘3 Regalim (“feet” or “lower body”): common
euphemlsm for the genitals
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“Threshmg Floors™ traditionally associated
Wlth sex for hire. (Hosea 9:1,“You have loved
= a prostltute s pay on all threshing floors.”)
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.“9 Then Boaz sald to the elders and all the

.ipeople "Today you are witnesses that |

have acqulred from the hand of Naomi all

also acqulred Ruth the Moabite, the wife o
.ahlon to be my wife, to mamtam the
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| uth S ancestry can be traced to an incestuous union between Lot and one of hlS
ughters in Genesis 19 | '

0az 1s descended from an illicit union between Judah and his Canaanite
aughter-in-law in Genesis 38

3

id was only a fourth-generation descendent of a Moabite woman. [not to
Z'”:Ilthl’l that his son Solomon was born from his adulterous and murderous ,

m 0 with Bathsheba —had Uriah killed]

the NT Matthew s genealogy of Jesus adds to the hst of David’s dlsreputabl;
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shristian canonical order - Between the

1ajor prophets (Ezekiel) and the book of
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ngs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes,
fher




Structure:
Chapters 1-6: Six Narratives about Daniel & Friends e

T

e

Ch. 1 The Food Test -

Ch. 2 The King’s Dream

Ch. 5 Three Youths in the Fiery Furnace

ﬁ (Ch. 4 Nebuchadnessar’s Madness

| } Ch 0 The Writing on the Wall

C H AP T'E{RES. 71" 6

= Ch. 6 Daniel in the Lion’s Den
Daniel as “representative Jew” for enacting _ -
, distinctive Jewish identity in presence of /ﬁ =
_indifferent/hostile imperial power '




Form Criticism (Daniel 1-

Interpretation Story

]

ero is rewarded the king learns that the

A

)

god 1s most powerful

i i




Form Criticism (Daniel 1-6):
Deliverance Story

ng issues an order that commands Jews DANIEL

to worship an 1dol

erofes) discovered disobeying PR Davies

Refuse to comply with orders and are

'Ifepared for execution

elivered, Rewarded, Enemies punished

ingle.arns that the hero’s god is most

owerful




last days
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Genre: Apocalyptic Literature s
(Chapters 7-12): E
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91 I Greek: apokalypsis—anglicized as

K]

. apocalypse/ apocalyptic. (First word of the
book of Revelation 1s apokaluyzs)

:_'4

;1’_,} Etvimologically: “unveiling, removing the
‘ Cover of what has been concealed.”

' .:-»i

i> Genre revelation of mysteries of the
Jmnscendent world or the future destiny

of the world.

T T
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Characteristics of Apocalyptic Literature
(Chapters 7-12):
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%>4 Svmbohe Language - Beasts and monsters often
represent evil powers.
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‘Jh Particular numbers (such as 4, 7, 12) have special
meanmgs This Symbohe language 1s not the
¥same as a “code,” in which there 1s a 1:1

< eorrelatlon between symbol and meanmg

ik

\_.‘.4_ \:

‘for an ordinary meaning that can be stated 1n
ordmary language.)

P e
S 8 1

€>j Dualistic - reality 1s often presented i sharply
eontrasted opposites (good/evil, light/dark, true/

false God/Satan)
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End 1S Near —
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1-6 Narratives blic Nebuchnezzar ~ Babylon
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Alternating pattern of lahguage'
(complex “traditioning” process):

Narratlves (1-6) may be rooted as early as the 6th century with
I‘eference to Nebuchanezzar. o

» '%."i'sions (7-12) - The philosopher and anti-Christian writer Porph ;.,_;;j_;,"
. r1tmg in the 3rd Century C.E.), proposed that Daniel 7-12 was
written during time Antiochus IV Epiphanies (167-164 BCE),a &

reek ruler of Palestine and Syria known for persecution. He' :




| Alternating pattern of lahguage

(complex “traditioning” process):

Hebrew

rom 1-6, 7-12 structure)




The Chromcler S Hlstory
FEzra, Nehemuah, 1-2 Chronicles

3 Ong scholarlv assumption: Chronicles, Ezra and —

! vehemiah constitute a single book that functions as
= “third hlstory after the (1) Pentateuch and (2)

"'-"ormer Prophets*each a distinctive interpretation

Neh immediately afier DH]

re recent: izra-Nehemiah was only connected to r
|

ronicles in very late traditioning through 1ts |

2223) by quoting (with some- variation) Ezra

1-3a, which has led to much controversy over the

Of Chromcles Ezra Nehemlah but this may




oal: Formation of the late community of Judaism according to

\

S

r articular interpretation of Torah

hg textual tradition (both Heb and Grk): two books are treatec

&

- - -
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Ezra-Nehemiah

izra: prlest with proper pedigree (c. 458 BCK)

ehemlah covernor seeking to rebulld with Persian support, the;.

ity of Jerusalem that Nebuchnezzar (Babylon) destroyed (c. 4448
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Decree of Cyrus (Ezra l 1 2 4)
[Framed with Darius decree in 6:1-12]

A e e T . T AL
e

1 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in order that the word of the

Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the lL.ord stirred 3

jup the splrlt of King Cyrus of Persia so that he sent a herald throughout all }

“his kingdom, and also in a written edict declared: 2 "Thus says King Cyrus {
f Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of

the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem in

Judah. 3 Any of those among you who are of his people —may their God b >
ith them! —are now permitted to go up to Jerusalem in Judah, and |
uild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel —he s the God who isin &
: srusalem; 4 and let all survivors, in whatever place they reside, be assmtéd :
by the people of their place with silver and gold, with goods and Wlth

¢ i}mals besmles freewill offerings for the house of God in Jerusalem

iammg by two Person decrees indicates the self—understanding of this
ature that the restoration by the returnees en; oug Per51an 1mper1al

- 'd; approval




Connection to other Post-Exilic Prophets

Ezra 5:1

Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of lddo,

heswd to the Jews who were 1n Judah and J erusalem n b

b & RSB (T i




“ple Bebuﬂdmg Culmmates w/ Paéévér Celebraﬁ

(Kzra 6:19-21)

Marks restoration of (legitimate?) worship in Jerusalem.

Worshlp

had been happening during the exile, but there was a group ()f

ﬁeaders that returned from the exile that had particular

f‘j’bout what constituted legitimate worship.

1deas

51219 On the fourteenth day of the first month the returned exiles
ept the passover. 20 For the priests and the Levites had purlﬁed"

| ?.mselves together all of them were clean. So they killed the

sover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow -pmests,;

d for themselves; 21 it was eaten by the people of Israel who

*d returned from exile, and also by every one who had

Joined"f"ﬂ

| em and separated himself from the pollutlons of the

peoples

and-r to Worshlp the LORD the God of Israel &




ellgl()us Perspeetwe (Ezra 9:1- 4ff> raelleal referm 0 §

- sending away Jewish men’s “foreign wives”

il A fter these thmgs had been done, the officials approached me ancl
= The people of Israel, the priests, and the Lewtes have not ) -

lsrael loeeause of the faithlessness of the returned exiles,
ered around me Wlnle l sal appalled untll the evenmg sacri
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P()lltlcal Perspectwe (Ezra 9 // Neh 13)

23 In those days also | saw Jews who had married women of |
Ashdod Ammon, and Moab; 24 and half of their children spoke the
language of Ashdod, and they could not speak the language of -
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"Sabbath Reforms (Neh 13)' ‘

another wave of reforms

“15 In those days I saw in Judah people treadmg wine presses on [
~ the sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on.
' ;Igfx_onkeys and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens | |
%hl(}h they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day; and 1

‘warned them at that time against selling food. 16 Tyrians also, th{

| °_Ved in the city, brought in fish and all kinds of merchandlse aﬂd'?‘*{
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Readlng ()f the T()I'ah by Ezra (Neh 8)

another wave of reforms

l They told the scribe Kzra to bring the book of the law of Moses ]
Whlch the Lord had given to Israel. 2 Accordmgly, the priest Ezra

| scribe, and the LeV1

o,

ple, |




Confessmn ()f Sln (Neh 9)

another wave of reforms

ork of the priest Ezra—supported by the urban plahner

ehemiah —is to create, nurture, and sustain a distinct

ommunity of Torah obedience m the midst of a Persian empire
lat 1s benign toward and supportive of such a community, so
ng as 1t adheres to the larger 1mper1al coals and pays taxes.
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QQuestions raised by Ezr-Neh:

How much Jewishness is enough?
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P _Chronlcles Rewsmn of Israel’s memory/hlstory
_ Judaism in the Persian context
from “Adam” (1 Chr 1): “1 Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2 Kenan, Mahalalel,
?"?fared 3 Enoch, Methuselah LLamech; 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and
Japheth ”'

_i'the brink ()f the post-exilic restoration in 539 B.C. E (2 Chr .
136:22-23): “22 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in fulfillment ?‘. ,

B f the word of the lL.ord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up th ‘

erusalem Wthh is in Judabh. Whoever 1S among y()u of all hlS

Ople may the L.ord his God be with him! Let him go up Ty
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hr vs. DH (Source C

riticism): used Monarchal history

~ from Kgs, but not verbatim (omits affair)

S Sam 11:1-3 1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David :
"féht. Joab with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and
“ﬁesieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late one | :
tafternoon, when David rose from his couch and was walking about on the roof of F=
| he king's house, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very
beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported,

This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite."

Chr 20:1-3 1 In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, Joab
d out the army, ravaged the country of the Ammonites, and came and besieged
abbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. Joab attacked Ral ] it

)avid took the crown of Milcom from his head; he found that it weighed a talent

g‘bld, and 1n 1t was a precious stone; and it was placed on David's head. Hejals-_q; |
ought out the booty of the city, a very great amount. 3 He brought out the peop‘flf_;_
ho were in it, and set them to work with saws and 1ron picks and axes. Thus Dav

to all the cities of the Ammonites. Then David and all the people returned
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~ Revisionist History?

22019 gets David involved with the ErTErTS T "
| | R A 2 :

PEOPLE’S §
HISTORY '}

ss reliable history and Chronicles as \ OF THE -

iginative project that is not historically UNITED =

. B STATES
e accurate: Both DH and Chr are f —

emple, for which there is no record in

Choiarly bias: Books of Kings as more or

"Historians may well view it as a step toward a coberent new version
of American history.” -~ Eric Foner. New York Times Book Beview

interpretive advocacies recounting Israel’s
iemory from a particular perspective.




‘Genealogy (1 Chr 1-9)

read the annotations, not the text

es over the lineage of Ishmael (“These are the sons of

A

mael”) that also belongs to the story.
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‘ ndmgs Both the Tanakh and OT end Wlth futuresﬁ
o & bl staged very dlfferently
ffi'Jemsh B icics 36 :22.03)

Focus land & Torah:

£ In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, in fulfillment of the word of the f
.ord spoken by Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of i 3 =

Persia so that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom and also declared

n a written edict: 23 "Thus says King Cyrus of Persia: The Lord, the God

heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged ‘mez
,_Q! buﬂd hlm a house at J erusalem, Wthh 1s 1n Judah Whoever 1S among




?ndlngs Both the Tanakh and OT end Wlth future
~ but staged very differently.




- Revisionist History?

SECOND EDITION

Differ\ences must be honored, but Jews and
g?Christians should read together as long as
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7We are able and for as far as we can

Old Testament
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